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Barn Types
FORM

 English 
This barn was the main type used
throughout the colonial era in 
Connecticut. It is characterized by a
rectangular three-bay plan, a gable roof, 
and entry through a large door in the 
center of the long side. Traditionally, 

hay was stored on one side, animals on the other, with wagon access and 
grain threshing taking place in the central bay.

 New England
The successor to the English barn, this
type relies on a gable entry. This 
arrangement allows for easy expansion 
by adding bays along the axis of the 
ridge. Although it was seen by many 
as an improvement over the earlier 

side entry English Barn, the New England barn did not replace its 
predecessor but rather both continued to be built.

 Bank
This type is characterized by the 
location of its main floor at a higher 
level, either through building on a 
hillside or by raising the building on a 
foundation and ramping up. There are 
two advantages to this arrangement. 

Originally it provided a place under the barn for the collection and 
storage of precious manure generated over the winter by livestock on 
the main floor. Later, with the addition of windows for better light and 
ventilation, animals were housed in the lowest level, leaving more hay 
capacity above.

 Gambrel
The introduction of gambrel roofs — 
and their later counterparts, the “gothic
roof ” and “round roof ” — to barns
allowed for greater volumes of hay 
storage in the loft spaces. Most gambrel 
barns are New England type, though 

some English barns have gambrel roofs.

 Polygonal/Round
These are characterized by a plan other 
than the traditional rectangle. While 
one of the earliest polygonal barns is 
associated with our first president (and 
dated 1796), neither polygonal or round 
barns ever captured the imagination of 

American farmers, even though they were repeatedly touted as being 
most efficient.

PURPOSE 

 Tobacco Shed
This type of barn, or shed as they are 
called in the Connecticut River Valley,
is one of the most distinctive of the 
single-crop barns. It is characterized
often by great length and by vented sides 
to regulate air flow and allow harvested 

tobacco to cure at the appropriate rate.
 

 Onion
In response to the specialization of 
local farmers in growing onions, a 
barn type appeared in Fairfield County 
and the Windsor area. While English 
onion sheds use a system of louvers 
to encourage even drying (not unlike 

our tobacco barns) the examples of onion barns so far located in 
Connecticut have not used this feature. Instead, they are called onion 
barns simply because they were used to store the crop.

 Dairy
The term is used as early as the 18th
century (along with “cow house”).
Modern dairy barns are characterized
by their interior arrangements of 
stanchions and gutters to facilitate 
milking and the removal of manure. 

The iconic dairy barn is a large gambrel-roofed structure dedicated to 
the milking cows. Ever more stringent sanitary regulations resulted in 
specialized technologies such as manure trolleys, silos, and milk rooms or 
creameries.

 Potato & Mushroom Barns
Potato houses or storage barns come in 
many different shapes and sizes all
linked by the common goal of keeping 
harvested potatoes at a constant
temperature and in the dark. The most 
traditional of these are banked into a 

hillside. The mushroom barn similarly needs to provide a controlled, 
dark environment and is likely to be built of masonry.

 Poultry House/ 
         Chicken Coop
Originally, poultry was raised on a small 
scale because of its vulnerability to cold 
weather and disease. In the middle 
of the 19th century rearing poultry 
became a more popular pursuit. With 

the increased popularity came a new building type of chicken coop. 
While these originally started out as relatively small buildings, by the 
mid-1900s large multi-story poultry barns could be found in a number 
of areas.

 Corn Crib
In the middle of the 19th century, 
growing “Indian” corn became popular. 
Storing the corn on the cob in well-
ventilated corn cribs allowed the 
kernels to dry without spoiling. The 

distinctively shaped corn crib, with slanted side walls built of spaced 
wooden slats, became common by the 1860s. The overhanging eaves 
and slanted walls helped prevent rain from splashing inside. Vertical 
side walls are also common. Corn cribs are typically set high above the 
ground on wooden or stone posts.

 Carriage Barn
By the 1850s, some New England 
farmers built horse stables and 
carriage barns separated from the 
other livestock. The precursor to 
the twentieth-century garage, these 

outbuildings are distinguished by their large hinged doors, often a wall 
dormer with a hay door into the loft, and proximity to the farmhouse. 
Elaborate carriage barns were also associated with gentlemen farms of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries and also with the larger homes in 
urban areas.

Gentleman’s Barn
The 19th century saw the introduction 
of the Gentleman’s barn. These barns 
were frequently designed by famous 
architects and were part of estates that 
combined the luxury of a country 

retreat with the grit of a working farm. The farm supplied dairy 
products for the estate and often for the owner’s city home. These farms 
often demonstrated the latest inventions and techniques for scientific 
farming.

Connecticut River Valley North

Manchester

East Hartford
Farmington

Enfield

Windsor 
Locks

Granby

Suffield

Bloomfield

Simsbury

South   Windsor

Hartford
1

2

3
4

5

6

7

89

10

11

384

91

291

Connecticut River Valley South

New Britain Glastonbury

Portland

Wethersfield

Deep River

Haddam

Lyme

East Lyme

Higganum

Westbrook
Old Saybrook

Old   Lyme

Middletown

95

95

91

91

84

1

2

3

4

5

1

1

9

9

9

Fairfield County and the Western Shore

Westport

Norwalk

Wilton

New Canaan

Weston
Easton

Ridgefield

Redding

Trumbull

SheltonMonroe

Stratford
Bridgeport

95

95

1

23

4

5

6

7

1

130

102

107

110

Fairfield

Thames River Valley and New London County

Lebanon Lisbon

Franklin

Colchester

Norwich

Salem

Ledyard

Waterford Mystic
East Lyme

95

95

1

2

3

45

6

1

1

395

New London

Mansfield

Coventry

Ashford

Woodstock
Stafford

Putnam

Willington

Storrs

Tolland

1

2

4
5

3

84

395

The Quiet Corner:  Northeast 

Torrington

Winsted

Winchester

Morris

Canaan

Salisbury

Housatonic 
State Forest

Penwood  
State Park

Bradley  
International 
Airport

Wangunbaug 
Lake Mansfield  

Hollow  
State Park

Windham Airport
Nathan Hale 
State Forest

Kent Falls  
State Park

Wyantenock 
State Forest

Mohawk 
State Forest

Goshen

Kent

Sharon

Watertown

Washington Bethlehem

Woodbury

New Milford

Waterbury

1

2

3

4

5

7

8

6

8

132

341

4

4

20

20

74

2

85

85

85

82
11

3

2

2

12

20

75

4

118

309

187

187 190 159

140

112

45

41

272

47

Litchfield

Northwest Hills

Northwest  
Hills

New Haven and the Shoreline

Branford

Guilford

North Branford Madison

West Haven
East Haven

Hamden

Wallingford

New Haven

95
95 95

91

91

1

2

3

4

5
6

44

44

7

7

7

7
6

202

202

202

202

5

44

44

44

6

171

275

184

138

207

198

Devil’s  
Hopyard  
State Park

Nehantic 
State 
Forest

Meshomasic 
State 
Forest

Millers Pond 
State Park

Saugatuck
Reservoir

Hemlock
Reservoir

Collis P
Huntington 
State Park

Connecticut  
 River

2

17

17

156

156

17 66

2

Devil’s  
Hopyard  
State Park

1

79

79

77

77

17

57

53

33

33

33

58

59

15

15

15
15

25

25

8

17

77

80
80

80

7

7

7

Eastford

Roxbury



T  he seven tours in this map feature sites of 
significance and also highlight amenities 

that will enhance your experience along the way. 
(Please refer to the Amenities Legend to the left.) 
In addition, please visit the connecticutbarns.org 
website (described below) which provides more 
information, including pictures, as well as listings 
of barns that may not be open to the public but 
can be viewed while en route. Have fun!

Preservation Connecticut’s Historic Barns of 
Connecticut project comprises a database of 

over 8,400 barns, including photographs, at  
www.connecticutbarns.org — providing the 
information for the Connecticut Barns Trail. 
Hundreds of community volunteers helped to 
identify barns in their towns.   
We hope that hundreds more will enjoy tours 
around the state to see a small sampling of this 
treasure trove of Connecticut’s agricultural past.   
Support for the barns research came from the State 
Historic Preservation Office of the Department 
of Economic and Community Development with 
funds from the Community Investment Act of the 
State of Connecticut.   
The Connecticut Barns Trail is funded with the 
support of the Office of Tourism at the Department 
of  Economic and Community Development and 
private donations.

Get Started Here!

 Seven Self-Guided  
Tours by Region

2 
Groton, North Stonington Rd, B.F. Clyde’s Cider Mill   
860-536-3354 • www.clydescidermill.com       
Established in 1881 and reportedly the oldest steam-powered cider mill 
in the country, B.F. Clyde’s operates out of a Victorian-era barn with a 
decoratively shingled cupola and cross gables typical of the period. 

3
 

	
Ledyard, 153 Vinegar Hill Rd, Nathan Lester House and 
Farm Tool Museum   
860-464-2040      
This historic property owned by the Town of Ledyard includes a 1793 
farmhouse and a picturesque grouping of connected barns probably dat-
ing from the 1800s. 

	Franklin, 138 Blue Hill Rd, Blue Slope Country Museum   
860-642-6413 • www.blueslope.com   
Home to a large herd of Hosteins, this working dairy farm set on 535 
acres has been in the same family since 1940.  Visitors may purchase 
farm-fresh meats and other products. There is also a country museum.

5
 
Colchester, 544 Amston Rd, Zagray Farm Museum
www.zagrayfarmmuseum.org  
A museum of 19th and 20th century farm machinery operated by the 
Quinebaug Valley Engineers Assocation, there are several original 
buildings including the Zagray homestead, dairy barn, machine shop, 
foundry, saw mill and sheds.  

6 
Lebanon, 168 West Town St, Wadsworth Stable
860-642-7558 • www.govtrumbullhousedar.org   
The classically inspired 1801 Wadsworth Stable originally stood on the 
grounds of Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth in Hartford. Moved to Lebanon 
by  the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1954, it now showcases 
antique wagons and tools.  The building is noteworthy for its elegant Pal-
ladian facade, distinguised by a triangular pediment and Doric pilasters. 

The Quiet Corner: Northeast Connecticut

Preservation Connecticut 
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Bethlehem, Bellamy-Ferriday House, 9 Main St North   
203-266-7596 • www.ctlandmarks.org  
The stately 1754 Georgian house, erected here by the Rev. Joseph 
Bellamy (1719–90), renowned leader of the Great Awakening, is 
equal to its beautiful setting. Perhaps best known for a lush Colo-
nial Revival garden, the grounds also feature trim white barns dat-
ing from the 1800s: sheep shed, carriage barn and horse/cow barn. 
A small grouping, yet elegant in its New England simplicity. 

 
Litchfield, White Memorial Barn, 80 Whitehall Rd    
860-567-0857 • www.whitememorialcc.org    
The star building on this property is an exceptionally handsome 
Colonial Revival carriage barn built for Whitehall, a 19th-century 
summer estate and gentleman’s farm with expansive grounds that 
are open the public. A nearby English bank barn probably dates 
from the 1900s. 

 

	
           Litchfield, Bunnell Farm, 498 Maple St 

860-567-9576 • www.bunnellfarm.org   
This 100-acre farm includes a bank barn built c. 1800 and later 
expanded to serve a 20th-century dairy operation; there are also two 
silos and a well house. The c. 1767 farmhouse is a classic center-
chimney colonial. 

 

	 Goshen, Action Wildlife Foundation, 337 Torrington Rd   
860-491-9191 • www.actionwildlifefoundation.com  
Dedicated to educating the public about animal life and habitats, 
Action Wildlife showcases animals from around the world. The 
concrete-block barn features metal ventilators and modern steel  
silos. Petting zoo and exhibits.  

 

	
           East Canaan, Freund’s Farm, 324 Norfolk Rd (Rte 44)

860-824-0650  • www.freundsfarmmarket.com   
The centerpiece of Freund’s is a 20th-century dairy barn: a classic 
post-and-beam form with a peaked roof and banked, lower-level 
milking room. An iconic feature, the triangular gable hood is 
designed to protect the mechanical track used for loading hay into 
the loft. 

 

	 Salisbury, Old Farm Nursery, 158 Lime Rock Rd
860-435-2272 • www.oldfarmnursery.com  
This 15-acre farm with four acres of display gardens features an 
English barn with a vented cupola and an unusually well-preserved 
wood-stave silo. 

 
	
           Washington, Averill Farm, 250 Calhoun St

860-868-2777 • www.averillfarm.com   
This unspoiled farm has been in the same family since 1746, when 
the Averills purchased it from the Native American sachem Waram-
aug. The handsome roadside barn actually consists of three timber-
framed English-type barns connected end to end. Some 100 varieties 
of apples and pears are grown here.  

8  
New Milford, Sullivan Farm, 140 Park Lane   
860-350-4600 • www.sullivanfarmnm.org  
A quintessential New England landscape. A wagon bay in a classic 
roadside barn (extended English format) houses a stand for local, 
naturally grown produce. A second English barn with an unusual 
ridge vent serves a maple-sugaring operation, open to visitors in 
February and March. 

Northwest HillsLEGEND: AMENITIES ALONG THE TRAIL

 Barn Tours

 Christmas Trees

 Cider Mill

 Dining

 Events

 Exhibits

 Fresh Farm Goods

 Garden 

 Garden Center

 Hayrides

 House Museum

 Ice Cream

 Maze

 Nature Center

 PYO Berries

 PYO Orchard

 PYO Pumpkins

 Specialty Shops

 Trails

 Wine

 Workshops & Programs

 Zoo

1 
Stonington, 120 Pequotsepos Rd, Denison Homestead 
Farm Market   
860-536-9248 • www.denisonhomestead.org 
The centerpiece of the Denison Homestead is the Pequotsepos Man-
or which was built in 1717 and passed through 11 generations of the 
Denison family and was restored by historian J. Frederick Kelly in 
1946.  A portion of the barn complex probably dates from the 18th 
century. The property includes 140 acres of the original land grant of 
1654 and preserves remnants of stone walls and granite quarries.  

Thames River Valley & New London County

1 
Coventry, 2299 South St, Nathan Hale Homestead   
860-742-6917 • www.ctlandmarks.org   
Among the best-preserved historic farm landscapes in Connecticut, this 
property features two English barns and the 1776 family home of colonial 
patriot Nathan Hale. 

Mansfield - Storrs, 1 Horsebarn Hill Extension,  
UConn Landscape Department Barn & Dairy Bar 

860-486-1021 • www.dairybar.uconn.edu  
Built in 1922, this barn now contains the Landscape Dept. and the Dairy Bar. 

3
 

	Mansfield - Storrs, 3636 Horsebarn Hill Rd,  
UConn Animal Barns     
860-486-2413 • animalscience.uconn.edu/visitors/tour.php  
The campus is home to five breeds of dairy cattle, thoroughbred horses, 
pigs, sheep and 150 varieties of chickens. Explore the barns on a self-
guided tour and view the daily afternoon milking. 

Eastford, 107 Crystal Pond Rd, Buell’s Orchard   
860–974–1150 • www.buellsorchard.com        
The historic Hillcrest Farm preserves two post-and-beam barns while 
housing a cider mill in a new metal structure. About 100 acres of the 
property are devoted to apple orchards.  

 
	

	Woodstock, 556 Norwich-Worcester Tpke (Rte 169), Roseland Cottage  
860-928-4074 • www.historicnewengland.org     
The 1846 carriage house at this Victorian summer estate was designed in 
the same distinctive Gothic Revival style as the main house. It contains 
the oldest indoor bowling alley in America! Stable and animal pens were 
added in the 1860s. 

Connecticut River Valley North

1 
East Hartford, 307 Burnside Ave, East Hartford 
Historical Society Burnham Blacksmith Shop   
860-568-2884 • www.hseh.org 
The historical society’s Martin Park offers visitors a chance to see 
this smithy, built c. 1850 on the Burnham farm in East Hartford. The 
interior, which displays tools and artifacts related to farming and 
tobacco cultivation, is open to the public during the summer. 

2 
Windsor Locks, 58 West St, Noden-Reed Barn and House   
860-627-9212 • www.windsorlockshistoricalsociety.org    

	A brick barn, two stories with a gable roof and plain, louvered cu-
pola.  Brick barns are rare in New England. Operated as a farm into 
the 20th century when it was willed to the town. 

	

3 
Suffield, 55 SouthMain St, Phelps-Hatheway House and 
Garden   
860-668-0055 • www.ctlandmarks.org     

	This colonial mansion was built by a Tory sympathizer in 1761 and 
expanded after the Revolutionary War. The property preserves an 
extended English bank barn built in the 1900s, a coach house, and a 
carriage house and stable.  

 
4

 
Suffield, 472 Hill St, Hastings Family Farm  
860-668-7524 • www.hastingsfamilyfarm.com     
A multi-part complex on this site includes a 19th-century English 
barn expanded with a 20th-century gambrel-roofed dairy barn.  

5 
Windsor, 135 Lang Rd, Northwest Park &

	Luddy/Taylor Connecticut Valley Tobacco Museum  

Park: 860-285-1886 • www.northwestpark.org 
Museum: 860-285-1888 • www.tobaccohistsoc.org    
Northwest Park contains a Victorian farmhouse surrounded by 
numerous historic tobacco sheds and over 470 acres of open fields, 
woodlands, and ponds located along the banks of the Farmington 
River. Several of the sheds have been re-used for a nature center, 
animal barn, picnic shelter, workshop, and the Tobacco Museum. At 
the Luddy/Taylor Tobacco Museum, exhibits  preserve the artifacts 
and history of the cigar tobacco agricultural tradition which has 
been significant to the economy and history of the Connecticut 
River Valley since the late 1800s.
 

6 
West Granby, 76 Simsbury Rd, Garlic Farm
860-670-6314 • www.thegarlicfarmct.com   
Barn is a converted tobacco shed, now a multipurpose barn.  Garlic 
Farm runs a Community Supported Agriculture and a farm stand 
selling a variety of produce including garlic.

 

Granby, 113 Simsbury Rd, Holcomb Farm
860-844-8616 • www.holcombfarm.com        
Two large barns on the property, one a cross-gabled gambrel-roofed 
dairy barn with three ventilators. The farm was owned by seven gen-
erations of the Holcomb family before being  willed  to the Univer-
sity of Connecticut in 1976.  The town of Granby took ownership in 
1990 and runs it as an agricultural/environmental education facility. 

8 
Simsbury, 800 Hopmeadow St, Simsbury Historical Society, 
Phelps Barn
 860-658-2500  • www.simsburyhistory.org  
The site includes an 1890s barn, outfitted with box stalls and a harness 
room, built to house the carriages and matched horses of Jeffrey O. 
Phelps, II. Also of interest is a whimsical Queen Anne-style carriage 
house moved to the site. 

Simsbury, 255 Farms Village Rd, Tulmeadow Farm

860-658-1430 • www.tulmeadowfarmstore.com    
The farm has been in the Tuller family since 1768 under various names. 
The barns have supported many types of agriculture including dairy 
cattle, eggs and orchard products.  The barns are a connected set of  
various forms with three concrete stave silos. 

10 
Simsbury, 7 Shingle Mill Rd, Flamig Farm
860-658-5070 • www.flamigfarm.com    
Large English bank barn contains the farm store and storage.  A second 
large poultry barn supports the egg sales. The farm offers schools tours, 
summer educational programs for children and overnight stays.  
.
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Farmington, 35 Mountain Rd, Hill-Stead Museum   
860-677-4787 • www.hillstead.org     
This property, home to noted architect Theodate Pope Riddle, includes 
two noteworthy barn clusters.  Adjacent to Riddle’s gracious art-filled 
1901 house is a colonial-inspired carriage barn that she designed in 
1908.  Among those buildings surviving from the working farm on the 
property are a c. 1765 farmhouse, a 19th century horse barn and an 1898 
hay barn. 

Connecticut River Valley South

1 
	Wethersfield, 211 Main St, Webb-Dean-Stevens Museum: 
Webb Barn   
860-529-0612 • www.webb-deane-stevens.org   

	The c.1840 Webb Barn is a showpiece of this group of impressive colonial 
houses preserved by the National Society of Colonial Dames, CT. A good 
example of the traditional English form, its massive timber frame offers a 
first-hand view of 19th-century barn-building technology. 

2 
	Glastonbury, 972 Main St, Welles Shipman Ward House   
860-633-6890 • www.hsgct.org    

	This location has examples of three classic barn types of the Connecticut 
Valley.   The most recent addition is an 1870s renovated tobacco shed 
moved to this location.  There is also a 1790 English bank barn and a 19th 
century small New England barn. 

3 
	East Lyme, 33 Society Rd, Brookside Farm Museum    
860-739-0761 • www.brooksidefarmmuseum.org    
English barn and a second, smaller, English barn and outbuilding.  The 
Smith-Harris House, an example of the Greek Revival style, was built in 
1845. Follow signs to the library and turn down the dirt road that leads to 
the barns and farm house. 

Fairfield County and the Western Shore

1 
Westport, 25 Avery Place, Westport Museum for History 
and Culture   
203-222-1424 • www.westporthistory.org    
The Museum of Westport History is housed in the c. 1850 Victorian-
era Bradley-Wheeler Barn, a seven-sided cobblestone structure 
trimmed with brick (its original use is a mystery). The handsome 
Italianate-style house on the historical society’s property dates from 
the same period. 

2 
Weston, 104 Weston Rd (Rte 57), Weston Historical 
Society Coley Homestead 
203-226-1804 • www.westonhistoricalsociety.org       
Housing an extensive tool collection, the 1883 barn on this historic 
site originally stored hay and grain. It is a traditional English design 
with an attached livestock shed. The property also features a c.1840 
carriage house and a smokehouse. 

3
 
	

	Wilton, 224 Danbury Rd, Wilton Historical Society 
203-762-7257 • www.wiltonhistorical.org       
The open, two-story space, and exposed hand-hewn frame of the 
19th-century Abbot barn (English bank form) makes a stunning 
backdrop for the 600 tools on display here. The Burt barn houses 
toys. You can also visit an 1890 smithy with a working forge.  

4
 

	
Wilton/Ridgefield, 735 Nod Hill Rd, Weir Farm National 
Historic Site 203-834-1896 • www.nps.gov/wefa 
    
After artist J. Alden Weir purchased this former working farm as his 
summer home in 1882, the famed American Impressionist contin-
ued to find inspiration in its unspoiled rural setting. The 60-acre 
National Park’s two historic English barns (c. 1800 and c. 1820) 
appear repeatedly in the work of Weir and of the subsequent artists 
who lived here.

Ridgefield, 132 Main St, Keeler Tavern Museum and 
Garden House   
203-438-5485 • www.keelertavernmuseum.org     
At the end of the driveway, a 2-story side- or eave-entry carriage 
house bank barn with a gambrel-roofed cross-gable.  

           Easton, 355 Sport Hill Rd, Sherwood Farm
203-268-6705 • www.sherwoodfarm.org    
A beautiful property farmed continously by Sherwoods since 1717. 
Offering fresh strawberries, eggs, honey and an endless variety of 
vegetables, the farmstand occupies an English bank barn with an 
attached milkhouse.

           
Shelton, 606 Walnut Tree Hill Rd, Jones Family Farm 
Winery, Homestead Farm        
203-925-8425 • www.jonesfamilyfarms.com/winery  
Shelton’s Broad Acres Dairy Farm operated at this 400-acre property 
from the late 1800s to the 1960s. The farm’s spectacular gambrel-
roofed bank barn (built around a 19th-century timber-framed 
English barn) has found new life as a wine-tasting room. Site also 
includes a calving shed, icehouse and root cellar. 

US Route 6 in Southbury!  
 
Check out the Ragland Farm/Benjamin Stiles Barn located at1127 

Main Street North (Rte 6). 
This is one of the oldest barns 
in the state. It was built c. 
1690 and remains on a farm 
still worked by descendants 
of its original builder.  Also 
found on Rte 6 is one of 
the only polygonal barns in 
Connecticut.  

Don’t 

Miss!

Bristol Farm in Collinsville!    
Located at 541 Albany Turnpike, this c. 

1870 carriage barn has Victorian decorative 
elements and a large cupola with pairs of 

arched windows on all four sides.  Also, drive 
along Route 179 in Canton to see numerous 

barns on both sides of the road!

Hilltop Farm in Suffield   

Don’t 

Miss!

If you’re in the area, 
drive by the large 
white barn at Hilltop 
Farm located at 1608 
Mapleton Avenue (Rte. 
159). Built for George 
Hendee (founder of 
Indian Motorcycle Co.), 
this barn was completed 
in 1914. At the time, 
it boasted modern 
and sanitary features, 
many of which operated 
automatically. Today, it 
is a Suffield landmark, 
so be sure to check it out! 

ConnecticutBarns.org
The website with 8000 barns! 

Choose one of our 169 towns and browse the barns 
on a map or list — explore beyond the Barns Trail. 

East Lyme, 228 West Main St, East Lyme Historical  
Society; Thomas Lee House    
860-739-6070 • www.eastlymehistoricalsociety.org     
The Thomas Lee House is one of the oldest wood frame houses in CT in 
its primitive state.  Built c. 1660 it was added to in 1700 and 1765 and 
became the property of the East Lyme Historical Society in 1914. Also on 
the grounds is the Little Boston School House. It was built in 1805 across 
the road, functioned as a school until 1922 and was moved to its current 
location. 

Deep River, 245 Main St, Deep River Historical Society; 
Stone House   
860-526-1449 • www.deepriverhistoricalsociety.org    
The cross-gable carriage barn on this site was built c.1899 by descendants 
of Ezra Southworth, who erected the elegant 1840 stone house. Vehicles, 
including a mule-drawn school bus, are on display. The property also 
includes a bleach house, once used for bleaching ivory. 

connecticutbarns.org

6

5

4

3

5

7

4

4

 Leon Gardiner Farm, Hebron

2

7
 6

7

9

4

5

2

5

For instance, in Sterling, stop for ice cream 
at the Brown Cow Café on Ekonk Hill!

Once you’ve finished the Barns Trail, take a 
look at Preservation Connecticut’s other 
statewide surveys* online– and keep exploring!
 
Creative Places: 
Arts & Letters in 20th Century Connecticut 
Showcases Connecticut locations associated with 
notable artists and writers during the Modernist 
movements between 1913 and 1979.  
Visit connecticutcreativeplaces.org. 

Mills: Making Places of Connecticut  
Explores Connecticut’s industrial history by 
documenting where things were-and in some cases 
still are-made. 
Visit connecticutmills.org. 

Town Greens 
Identifies Connecticut’s significant town greens which 
are unique icons of history, tradition and community. 
Visit towngreens.com. 

Local Historic Districts & Local Historic Properties 
Serves as a guide for all those interested in learning if a 
house has a historic designation. 
Visit lhdct.org. 

(*Please note: Maps are not available for these surveys.)

Would you like to support our organization? 
Become a member! 

Learn more at preservationct.org

Would you like to support our organization? 
Become a member! 

Learn more at preservationct.org.

New Haven and the Shoreline
1 

New Haven, Edgerton Park, 75 Cliff St, Brewster Estate
203-946-8009 • www.edgertonpark.org  
The original mansion is gone, but the gatehouse, carriage house, wall, 
and greenhouses remain. Buildings are masonry Tudor Revival-style. 
The park and greenhouses are open daily while the carriage house 
contains a horticultural library and historic photographs. Entry to the 
park is off Edgehill St.

North Branford, 33 Branford Rd, Rose Orchards    
203-488-7996 • www.roseorchardsfarm.com    
The farm has been an orchard, wiped out in the Hurricane of ‘38, 
changed to a dairy farm and back to an orchard in the early 1970s.   
A converted gambrel roof dairy barn holds the farm stand.   There are 
also two pole barns and a New England eave entry barn with an added 
water wheel. 

Guilford, 2351 Durham Rd, Dudley Farm    
203-457-0770 • www.dudleyfarm.com    
Once used to sell boat lumber, the 1860s Munger Barn was moved from 
Madison to this farm museum in 2002. A traditional bank barn with a 
beautiful stone foundation. 

4 
Guilford, 31 Lake Drive, Lakeside Feed and Llamas  
203-457-1461 • www.lakesidefeed.com     
Barn complex with extended English barn, pole barns and gambrel roof 
barn.  Store sells animal feeds, bedding, hay, pet supplies and gifts. 

Madison, 853 Boston Post Rd, Madison Historical Society; 
Allis-Bushnell House    
203-245-4567 • www.madisonhistory.org  
A very fine corn crib removed from the Scranton Farm.  The barn is 
located in the yard behind the Allis-Bushnell House.  Notice the spacing 
between the vertical sideboards to aid in drying the corn.  The inwardly-
slanted side boards helped keep rain out. There is also a second extend-
ed English barn that appears to be original with the house. 

6 
Guilford, 1355 Boston Post Rd, Bishop’s Orchards   

      
203-458-7425 • www.bishopsorchards.com    
This barn-like store has been in the Bishop family since 1871. The origi-
nal farm market was very small and has been expanded several times to 
resemble a cross-gabled dairy barn.  A cold storage addition for apples 
was added in the rear in 1988. 
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Connecticut   
Barns Trail

 The

Don’t 

Miss!


