Barn Types

FORM

English

This barn was the main type used
throughout the colonial era in
Connecticut. It is characterized by a
rectangular three-bay plan, a gable roof,
and entry through a large door in the

- - center of the long side. Traditionally,
hay was stored on one side, animals on the other, with wagon access and
grain threshing taking place in the central bay.

New England

{d The successor to the English barn, this

2]
o type relies on a gable entry. This
d e N arrangement allows for easy expansion
liy, 5  byadding bays along the axis of the
: ST o ridge. Although it was seen by many
o TR as an improvement over the earlier
side entry English Barn, the New England barn did not replace its
predecessor but rather both continued to be built.

‘ Bank

This type is characterized by the
location of its main floor at a higher
= level, either through building on a
72— hillside or by raising the building on a
- ... foundation and ramping up. There are
IM"
e two advantages to this arrangement.

1]
1

Originally it provided a place under the barn for the collection and
storage of precious manure generated over the winter by livestock on
the main floor. Later, with the addition of windows for better light and
ventilation, animals were housed in the lowest level, leaving more hay
capacity above.

Gambrel

The introduction of gambrel roofs —
and their later counterparts, the “gothic
roof ” and “round roof ” — to barns
allowed for greater volumes of hay
storage in the loft spaces. Most gambrel
barns are New England type, though
some English barns have gambrel roofs.

Polygonal/Round

These are characterized by a plan other
than the traditional rectangle. While
one of the earliest polygonal barns is
associated with our first president (and
dated 1796), neither polygonal or round
barns ever captured the imagination of
American farmers, even though they were repeatedly touted as being
most efficient.

P

PURPOSE
% Tobacco Shed

This type of barn, or shed as they are
called in the Connecticut River Valley,

is one of the most distinctive of the
single-crop barns. It is characterized
often by great length and by vented sides
to regulate air flow and allow harvested
tobacco to cure at the appropriate rate.

1 @ Onion
g" In response to the spe'cializa.tion of

local farmers in growing onions, a

. barn type appeared in Fairfield County
1 I - a and the Windsor area. While English

onion sheds use a system of louvers
to encourage even drying (not unlike
our tobacco barns) the examples of onion barns so far located in
Connecticut have not used this feature. Instead, they are called onion
barns simply because they were used to store the crop.

@ Dairy

The term is used as early as the 18th
century (along with “‘cow house”).
Modern dairy barns are characterized
by their interior arrangements of
stanchions and gutters to facilitate
milking and the removal of manure.
The iconic dairy barn is a large gambrel-roofed structure dedicated to
the milking cows. Ever more stringent sanitary regulations resulted in
specialized technologies such as manure trolleys, silos, and milk rooms or
creameries.

™

e Potato & Mushroom Barns

Potato houses or storage barns come in
many different shapes and sizes all
linked by the common goal of keeping
harvested potatoes at a constant
temperature and in the dark. The most

E— traditional of these are banked into a
hillside. The mushroom barn similarly needs to provide a controlled,
dark environment and is likely to be built of masonry.

Spatit MR

Poultry House/
Chicken Coop

Originally, poultry was raised on a small
scale because of its vulnerability to cold
weather and disease. In the middle

of the 19th century rearing poultry
became a more popular pursuit. With
the increased popularity came a new building type of chicken coop.
While these originally started out as relatively small buildings, by the
mid-1900s large multi-story poultry barns could be found in a number
of areas.

‘ @ Corn Crib

In the middle of the 19th century,

H ‘.:”\V ! growing “Indian” corn became popular.
- [} Storing the corn on the cob in well-

ventilated corn cribs allowed the
kernels to dry without spoiling. The
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distinctively shaped corn crib, with slanted side walls built of spaced
wooden slats, became common by the 1860s. The overhanging eaves
and slanted walls helped prevent rain from splashing inside. Vertical
side walls are also common. Corn cribs are typically set high above the
ground on wooden or stone posts.

Carriage Barn

By the 1850s, some New England
farmers built horse stables and
carriage barns separated from the
other livestock. The precursor to

the twentieth-century garage, these
outbuildings are distinguished by their large hinged doors, often a wall
dormer with a hay door into the loft, and proximity to the farmhouse.
Elaborate carriage barns were also associated with gentlemen farms of
the late 19th and early 20th centuries and also with the larger homes in
urban areas.

Gentleman’s Barn

1 i \ The 19th century saw the introduction
W \ of the Gentleman's barn. These barns
# ‘ were frequently designed by famous
architects and were part of estates that
combined the luxury of a country
retreat with the grit of a working farm. The farm supplied dairy

4 '“Ta‘ufmym T 7

products for the estate and often for the owner’s city home. These farms

often demonstrated the latest inventions and techniques for scientific
farming.
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LEGEND: AMENITIES ALONG THE TRAIL

Barn Tours Ice Cream

@ Christmas Trees
Cider Mill

Dining

Nature Center

PYO Berries

Events

®

@ Exhibits
Fresh Farm Goods
Garden

Garden Center

Hayrides

House Museum

HrirLrTop FARM IN SUFFIELD

If you're in the area,
drive by the large

white barn at Hilltop
Farm located at 1608
Mapleton Avenue (Rte.
159). Built for George
Hendee (founder of
Indian Motorcycle Co.),
this barn was completed
in 1914. At the time,

it boasted modern

and sanitary features,
many of which operated
automatically. Today, it
is a Suffield landmark,

so be sure to check it out!
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Preservation Connecticut’s Historic Barns of
Connecticut project comprises a database of
over 8,400 barns, including photographs, at
www.connecticutbarns.org — providing the
information for the Connecticut Barns Trail.
Hundreds of community volunteers helped to
identify barns in their towns.

We hope that hundreds more will enjoy tours
around the state to see a small sampling of this
treasure trove of Connecticut’s agricultural past.

Support for the barns research came from the State
Historic Preservation Office of the Department
of Economic and Community Development with
funds from the Community Investment Act of the
State of Connecticut.

The Connecticut Barns Trail is funded with the
support of the Office of Tourism at the Department
of Economic and Community Development and
private donations.

Thank you to our co-sponsor:

TS P CCONNECTICUT

s % 1+ STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

RESOURCES

Jan Cunningham, Agricultural Heritage of Connecticut,
prepared for Preservation Connecticut’s
Historic Barns of Connecticut survey, 2013.

Rachel Carley, historic consultant.

Thomas D. Visser, Field Guide to New England
Barns and Farm Buildings, 1997.
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Get Started Here!

he seven tours in this map feature sites of

significance and also highlight amenities
that will enhance your experience along the way.
(Please refer to the Amenities Legend to the left.)
In addition, please visit the connecticutbarns.org
website (described below) which provides more
information, including pictures, as well as listings
of barns that may not be open to the public but
can be viewed while en route. Have fun!

ConnecticutBarns.org’

The website with 8000 barns!
Choose one of our 169 towns and browse the barns
on a map or list — explore beyond the Barns Trail.

For instance, in Sterling, stop for ice cream
( at the Brown Cow Café on Ekonk Hill!

e~
PRESERVATION
CONNECTICUT

<Barns

Historic Barns of Connecticut

APROJECT OF PRESERVATION CONNECTICUT
HOME | THEBARNSPROJECT | THECONNECTICUTBARN | BARNSONTHESTATEREGISTER | FINDBARNS | CONTACTUS

[STERLING

s 227 Ekonk Hill Road (Rte 49)

Historic Name(s): Exonk Hil Turkey Farm
Historic Use: Dalry

Present Use: Poutry

Building Style(s: Gambre, Ground-LevelStable, Other

©2021 Connecticut Barns

p
ommunity
Act of the i

Would you like to support our organization?
Become a member!

Learn more at preservationct.org.
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Northwest Hills

@ Bethlehem, Bellamy-Ferriday House, 9 Main St North
203-266-7596 « www.ctlandmarks.org & @

) The stately 1754 Georgian house, erected here by the Rev. Joseph

= Bellamy (1719-90), renowned leader of the Great Awakening, is
ﬁ equal to its beautiful setting. Perhaps best known for a lush Colo-
wy”’ nial Revival garden, the grounds also feature trim white barns dat-
@ ing from the 1800s: sheep shed, carriage barn and horse/cow barn.

A small grouping, yet elegant in its New England simplicity.

A

Once you’ve finished the Barns Trail, take a
look at Preservation Connecticut’s other
statewide surveys* online- and keep exploring!

Creative Places:

Arts & Letters in 20th Century Connecticut
Showcases Connecticut locations associated with
notable artists and writers during the Modernist
movements between 1913 and 1979.

Visit connecticutcreativeplaces.org.

Mills: Making Places of Connecticut

Explores Connecticut’s industrial history by
documenting where things were-and in some cases
still are-made.

Visit connecticutmills.org.

Town Greens

Identifies Connecticut’s significant town greens which
are unique icons of history, tradition and community.
Visit towngreens.com.

Local Historic Districts & Local Historic Properties
Serves as a guide for all those interested in learning if a
house has a historic designation.

Visit lhdct.org.

(*Please note: Maps are not available for these surveys.)
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Litchfield, White Memorial Barn, 80 Whitehall Rd
860-567-0857 « www.whitememorialcc.org 9 & @

The star building on this property is an exceptionally handsome
Colonial Revival carriage barn built for Whitehall, a 19th-century
summer estate and gentleman’s farm with expansive grounds that
are open the public. A nearby English bank barn probably dates
from the 1900s.

Litchfield, Bunnell Farm, 498 Maple St

860-567-9576 « www.bunnellfarm.org @ @& @

This 100-acre farm includes a bank barn built c. 1800 and later
expanded to serve a 20th-century dairy operation; there are also two
silos and a well house. The c. 1767 farmhouse is a classic center-
chimney colonial.

Goshen, Action Wildlife Foundation, 337 Torrington Rd
860-491-9191 « www.actionwildlifefoundation.com (%) (=)

Dedicated to educating the public about animal life and habitats,
Action Wildlife showcases animals from around the world. The
concrete-block barn features metal ventilators and modern steel
silos. Petting zoo and exhibits.

East Canaan, Freund's Farm, 324 Norfolk Rd (Rte 44)
860-824-0650 « www.freundsfarmmarket.com @ ()

The centerpiece of Freund’s is a 20th-century dairy barn: a classic
post-and-beam form with a peaked roof and banked, lower-level
milking room. An iconic feature, the triangular gable hood is
desigril:ted to protect the mechanical track used for loading hay into
the loft.

Salisbury, Old Farm Nursery, 158 Lime Rock Rd
860-435-2272 « www.oldfarmnursery.com @) Q

This 15-acre farm with four acres of display gardens features an
English barn with a vented cupola and an unusually well-preserved
wood-stave silo.

Washington, Averill Farm, 250 Calhoun St
860-868-2777 « www.averillfarm.com Q) @

This unspoiled farm has been in the same family since 1746, when
the Averills purchased it from the Native American sachem Waram-
aug. The handsome roadside barn actually consists of three timber-
framed English-type barns connected end to end. Some 100 varieties
of apples and pears are grown here.

New Milford, Sullivan Farm, 140 Park Lane
860-350-4600 « www.sullivanfarmnm.org () )

A quintessential New England landscape. A wagon bay in a classic
roadside barn (extended English format) houses a stand for local,
naturally grown produce. A second English barn with an unusual
ridge vent serves a maple-sugaring operation, open to visitors in
February and March.




