Barn Types

FORM

n English
' 4" This barn was the main type used

throughout the colonial era in
Connecticut. It is characterized by a
rectangular three-bay plan, a gable roof,
and entry through a large door in the
center of the long side. Traditionally,
hay was stored on one side, animals on the other, with wagon access and
grain threshing taking place in the central bay.

New England

1N L The successor to the English barn, this
type relies on a gable entry. This
arrangement allows for easy expansion
by adding bays along the axis of the
=i ﬂ'ﬂlﬁk crs  ridge. Although it was seen by man
L, as agn improvfment over the eyalrliery
side entry English Barn, the New England barn did not replace its
predecessor but rather both continued to be built.

-‘w‘fu Bank
™" This type is characterized by the
location of its main floor at a higher
level, either through building on a
hillside or by raising the building on a
foundation and ramping up. There are
- — — two advantages to this arrangement.
Originally it provided a place under the barn for the collection and
storage of precious manure generated over the winter by livestock on
the main floor. Later, with the addition of windows for better light and
ventilation, animals were housed in the lowest level, leaving more hay
capacity above.

s i

Gambrel

The introduction of gambrel roofs —
and their later counterparts, the “gothic
roof ” and “round roof ” — to barns
allowed for greater volumes of hay
storage in the loft spaces. Most gambrel
barns are New England type, though
some English barns have gambrel roofs.

il Polygonal/Round
: \:I}"'; ii

. These are characterized by a plan other
f ¢4 than the traditional rectangle. While
one of the earliest polygonal barns is
associated with our first president (and
: dated 1796), neither polygonal or round
barns ever captured the imagination of

American farmers, even though they were repeatedly touted as being
most efficient.

PURPOSE

% Tobacco Shed

This type of barn, or shed as they are
called in the Connecticut River Valley,

is one of the most distinctive of the
single-crop barns. It is characterized
often by great length and by vented sides
to regulate air flow and allow harvested
tobacco to cure at the appropriate rate.

] @ Onion
g &’ In response to the specialization of
g m - local farmers in growing onions, a
i barn type appeared in Fairfield County
1 I L] s and the Windsor area. While English
2y onion sheds use a system of louvers
to encourage even drying (not unlike
our tobacco barns) the examples of onion barns so far located in

Connecticut have not used this feature. Instead, they are called onion
barns simply because they were used to store the crop.

@ Dairy

The term is used as early as the 18th
century (along with “cow house”).
Modern dairy barns are characterized
by their interior arrangements of
stanchions and gutters to facilitate
milking and the removal of manure.
The iconic dairy barn is a large gambrel-roofed structure dedicated to
the milking cows. Ever more stringent sanitary regulations resulted in
specialized technologies such as manure trolleys, silos, and milk rooms or
creameries.

-

T Potato & Mushroom Barns

Potato houses or storage barns come in
many different shapes and sizes all

iy 7 linked by the common goal of keeping
5] harvested potatoes at a constant

temperature and in the dark. The most

— traditional of these are banked into a
hillside. The mushroom barn similarly needs to provide a controlled,
dark environment and is likely to be built of masonry.
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Poultry House/
Chicken Coop

Originally, poultry was raised on a small
scale because of its vulnerability to cold
weather and disease. In the middle

of the 19th century rearing poultry
became a more popular pursuit. With
the increased popularity came a new building type of chicken coop.
While these originally started out as relatively small buildings, by the
mid-1900s large multi-story poultry barns could be found in a number
of areas.

i w Corn Crib
U il = In the middle of the 19th century,
H i: i growing “Indian” corn became popular.
SR ' [ Storing the corn on the cob in well-
_ ventilated corn cribs allowed the
- kernels to dry without spoiling. The

Northwest Hills

. a5 )=
%y

~ Canaan

Winchester

Housatonic
State Forest

Sharon

Mohawk

State Forest
Kent Falls

' State Park

Wyantenock \ e

State Forest ]
| Litchfield

Morris
= -

Washington J Bethlehem

Watertown

[6]

Woodbury
Waterbur

9.

Fairfield County and the Western Shore
!

KX - Collis P
i Huntington

Redding

a Saugati
Ridgeﬁe]d 0 Reservoil

i 71

107
58

\

\ >
@L Trutabull / )
Easton "\ =

: Weston . '
Wilton |

- B
Hemloc]
Reservc;%
15) Bri. gep’ort "'-/'

#

Fairfield

New Canaa

"Norgk_fa_ll 7

r

=

distinctively shaped corn crib, with slanted side walls built of spaced
wooden slats, became common by the 1860s. The overhanging eaves
and slanted walls helped prevent rain from splashing inside. Vertical
side walls are also common. Corn cribs are typically set high above the
ground on wooden or stone posts.

W o Carriage Barn

By the 1850s, some New England
farmers built horse stables and

E It carriage barns separated from the
5 605 4 . other livestock. The precursor to
: the twentieth-century garage, these g
outbuildings are distinguished by their large hinged doors, often a wall \
dormer with a hay door into the loft, and proximity to the farmhouse. ‘
Elaborate carriage barns were also associated with gentlemen farms of (|
the late 19th and early 20th centuries and also with the larger homes in
urban areas.

\ 5
# Gentleman’s Barn )
ey
o ] The 19th century saw the introduction i
e \ of the Gentleman’s barn. These barns {
1 oo oo \l ‘ were frequently designed by famous 1
e i = architects and were part of estates that | 1

combined the luxury of a country 1
retreat with the grit of a working farm. The farm supplied dairy 1
products for the estate and often for the owner’s city home. These farms /
often demonstrated the latest inventions and techniques for scientific SR |
farming. ‘
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LEGEND: AMENITIES ALONG THE TRAIL I 111-Ie‘ 1Fo?n;cti«:ut fTéust foz .Histori.c I:reserva.tion’s C ot 11, { G et Started Here ! Northwest Hills @ Litchfield, White Mem‘}’:ial Barn, SOIWhitehé’;lgi@ )
DSLiAYE LS @ (OO [PROEEE COmPIkEs & Onne C lcu { amy 860-567-0857 « www.whitememorialcc.org
database of over 8,400 barns, including photographs, at b - hi . ) I @ Bethlehem, Bellamy-Ferriday House, 9 Main St North @‘ The star buil@inf on this property is an exceptionally handsome
> www.connecticutbarns.org — providing the information ‘ | ° l e tours in this map feature sites of signifi- e . P Colonial Revival carriage barn built for Whitehall, a 19th-century
Barn Tours ce Cream for the Connecticut Barns Trail. Hundreds of communi r r 51 cance and also highlight amenities that will am U see e landmaris.org © O are open ethState :gid gznﬂemsngfaﬁmh‘%th l?iwpanswe lg)r%llmgstthat
: 57 a n S a 1 \ ghlig ) The stately 1754 Georgian house, erected here by the Rev. Joseph zfire OIi;n 19e()gu NTC. nea.rMy nSg 1ts 9 ;nS ar]nngo g Y ?:iesd ’
volunteers helped to identify barns in their towns. We hope 4 i < DBellamy (1719-90), renowned leader of the Great Awakening, is rom the s. Museum Mon-Sat 9-5; Sun 12-5; Grounds daily
@ Christmas Trees b . fy P Bl i ¢ enhance your experience along the way. (Please ﬁ equal to its beautiful setting. Perhaps best known for a lush Co- during daylight hours
that hundreds more will enjoy tours around the state to ; / refer to the Amenities Legend to the left.) In ad- 14 lonial Revival garden, the grounds also feature trim white barns . .
see a small sampling of this treasure trove of Connecticut’s ‘ . . dating from the 1800s: sheep shed, carriage barn and horse/cow @ Litchfield, Bunnell Farm, 498 Maple St
) ) : diton, there are two more resources, the iPhone @ barn. A small grouping, yet elegant in its New England simplicity. 860-567-9576 @) (@) &
Cider Mill Nature Center agricultural past. Support for the barns research came A dthe C ) bsite (d May-Sept, Thurs-Sun T1-4, Oct, Sat & Sun 11 am-4 pm: open - -567-
pp and the onnectlcutBarns.org website ( €- ﬁ[‘\ﬁ Memorial, Labor & Columbus Days \ This 100-acre farm includes a bank barn built c. 1800 and later

silos and a well house. The c. 1767 farmhouse is a classic center-
chimney colonial. Aug-Oct: Thurs-Mon 10:30 -5:30

from the State Historic Preservation Office of the ) . i ) o _
Department of Economic and Community Develop- Seve n SGI{'G UIded scribed below), which provide more information,
ment with funds from the Community Investment Act of including pictures, as well as listings of barns that
may not be open to the public but can be viewed @ Goshen. Action Wildlife Foundation. 337 Torrington Rd
while en route. Please refer to the example below = 860-491-9191 » www.actionwildlife.org (%) @

id - f ot | Dedicated to educating the public about animal life and habitats,
as a guide to the feaures of each listing. Have fun!

expanded to serve a 20th-century dairy operation; there are also two
PYO Berries @

Tours by Region

the State of Connecticut. The Connecticut Barns Trail is

Department of Economic and Community Development

ConnecticutBarns.org

Action Wildlife showcases animals from around the world. The

@ funded with the support of the Office of Tourism at the

Exhibits and private donations. . . | concrete-block barn features metal vetilators and modern steel
The website with 8000 barns! ' silos. Petting zoo and exhibits. Spring, Sat-Sun 9-5:00; Sum-
Thank you to our co-sponsors: Choose one of our 169 towns and mer, Tues-Fri 10:30-4:30: Fall, Thurs-Fri 11:00-3, Sat-Sun
Fresh Farm Goods 10:30-4:30

EXAMPLE browse the barns on a map or list
Town - explore bevond the Barns Trail @ East Canaan, Freund's Farm, 324 Norfolk Rd (Rte 44)

Number Name Name of Barn, P Y ' m. 860-824-0650 « www.freundsfarmmarket.com @) @ @

on Map of Region Street Address Amenities &P The centerpiece of Freund's is a 20th-century dairy barn: a classic

Connecticut

still revolutionary ‘“‘- o oroectoubans u/mmps Seding post-and-beam form with a peaked roof and banked, lower-level
Garden Center i i G - = = milking room. An iconic feature, the triangular gable hood is
f | % A o i Historic Barns of Connecticut designed to protect the mechanical track used for loading hay into
| G S - . et of the loft. Daily 9-5
‘ A | \ - ettt R onnecticut River Valley North ;. For instance, SRONE S
Hayrides *Z5° Iroquois COW B L o w : “ in Sterling, (©) Salisbury. Old Farm Nursery, 158 Lime Rock Rd
oo e OreaeE, St / B ~ R @ Simsbury, 255 Farms Village Rd, Tulmeadow Farm stop for ice gy 860-435-2272 « www.oldfarmnursery.com @) Q)
@ HMouss MUuSeum 7 1 \ " - § A % @ i cream at This 15-acre farm with four acres of display gardens features an
RESOURCES T s ap’ The farm has been in the Tuller Yamily since 1768 under vari- ; j /

English barn with a vented cupola and an unusually well-preserved
I

ous names. The barns have suppprted many types of agriculture £2 il - 3¥ NN T the Brown wood-stave silo. Mon-Sat 8-5; Sun 8-12

{75)) including dairy cattle, eggs and prchard products. The barns are
im a connected set of various formg with three concrete stave silos. Cow Cafe on

@ Summer daily 9-9; ice cream|window 12-9 Fall. ] 1, FOY, Ekonk Hill!

Jan Cunningham, Agricultural Heritage of Connecticut,
prepared for the Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation’s Historic Barns of Connecticut survey, 2013.

@ Washington, Averill Farm, 250 Calhoun St
860-868-2777 « www.averillfarm.com Q) @

Rachel Carley, historic consultant. Pl L Dy e — This unspoiled farm has been in the same family since 1746,
i sl ST when the Averills purchased it from the Native American sachem
John Harmon, map consultant. = 5 ot She Waramaug. The handsome roadside barn actually consists of three
ours Phone & escription timber-framed English-type barns connected end to end. Some 100
HiLLToP FARM IN SUFFIELD Thomas D. Visser, Field Guide to New England

Web Address S - Lo varieties of apples and pears are grown here. Orchard stand, Aug
@ - 15-Thanksgiving, daily 9:30-5:30; Homestead, Thanksgiving-
Christmas Eve, Daily: 9:30-dusk

New Milford, Hunt Hill Farm, 44 Upland Rd
860-355-0300 « www.hunthillfarmtrust.org @) ¢ @

Visitors to this picturesque farm will find a timber-framed bank
barn (c. 1800) imaginatively re-purposed as a gallery and shop,
where housewares are displayed inside a c. 1900 wood-stave silo. A

Ifyou’re in the area, Barns and Farm Buildings, 1997.
dm‘/e by the largfz iPhone App design & development by
white barn at Hilltop Independent Software, New Haven.

Farm located at 1608

Mapleton Avenue (Rte. Map design by
. MISSION {B D
159). Built for George SSION {Branding/Design/Strategy}

. New Haven: missionbranding.com
Hendee (founder of

The iPhone App

Indian MOtO”C}’Cle Co.), A = SR : - ‘"HERE :' W | eifer barn holds a music studio, while a c. 1840 cow barn contains a
this barn was completed & : : s s i - - ) . cooking school. The complex is part of a cultural center founded by
in 1914. At the time, CT-TRUST i : oS ao 2 _ Y ] Get the free iPhone app at the iTunes App Store! Just search for: CT BARNS. the family of musician and composer Skitch Henderson. Weds-Sun
it boasted modern - = ) ) ) ) ) 10-5; Sun 12-5

and sanitary features, FOR HISTORIC The App complements this map - it guides you along the most scenic routes with @ New Milford. Sullivan Farm. 140 Park Lane

many of whlilch op;rated PRESERVATION é B e roadside views of barns and farms between the map’s numbered sites. You can see your 860-350-4600 » www.sullivanfarmnm.org (§) €
automatically. Today, it _— arnS . : : : @ : . . . : .

is a Suffield landmark, The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation current location along with barns nearby, and geta direct route to any barn site. A quintessential New England landscape. A wagon bay in a classic

so be sure to check it out! naturally grown produce. A second English barn with an unusual
ridge vent serves a maple-sugaring operation, open to visitors in

February and March. Mon-Sat 11-5:30; Sun 11-4

roadside barn (extended English format) houses a stand for local,
940 Whitney Ave, Hamden, CT 06517 (203) 562-6312 - info@cttrust.org Historic Barns of Connecticut

cttrust.org . connecticutbarns.org
Design + Content © 2013-2014, All rights reserved connecticutbarns.org

The iPhone App also runs on the iPad.



