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Hale, Mason
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
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outbuilding;
Agriculture/Subsistence:
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
agricultural outbuilding;
outbuilding;
Agriculture/Subsistence:
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Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?
Interior accessible?
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No If yes, explain __________________________________________________
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English bank
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bank barn,
barn, Vernacular
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Structural Condition: ✔ Excellent
Exterior Condition: ✔ Excellent
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Deteriorated
When? _____________
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of ground
ground level
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stable addition,
addition, 2003.
2003.
Restoration, removal
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PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:
Barn
Shed
Garage
Carriage House
Shop
Garden
Silo,
pond, formerly
Silo, pond,
formerly associated
associated farmhouse
farmhouse across
across the
the road
road to
to south.
south.
✔ Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________
Surrounding Environment:
✔ Open land ✔ Woodland
High building density

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

✔ Rural

✔ Scattered buildings visible from site

• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
See
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

Martin North
North
Martin
Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________

• Historical or Architectural importance:
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

• Sources:
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Historic
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2012.
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Charlotte Hitchcock
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Multiple
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Views
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• Subsequent field evaluations:
Latitude,
Latitude, Longitude:
Longitude:
41.979592,
41.979592, -73.103218
-73.103218

Threats to the building or site:

✔ None known
Deterioration

Highways

Vandalism

Zoning

Other ________________
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Developers
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Private

Explanation ________________
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• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
The Hale barn is located at the northwest corner of Stillman Hill Road (Route 182) and Colebrook Road (Route
183). The town center of Colebrook is one mile to the north, while Stillman Hill Road leads west to join US Route
44 leading to Norfolk. The town center is included in the Colebrook Center Historic District No. 1, a Local and
National Register Historic District. Two miles north of the town center is the Colebrook North or Phelps Farm
Local and National Register Historic District, a late 18th- to early 19th-century farmstead including the Arah Phelps
Inn.
The Hale barn sits on a 42-acre site consisting of open space owned by the Colebrook Land Conservancy. To the
west and north of the barn are hayfields, a small pond, and a stream. The rest of the site is woodland. To the south
across Stillman Hill Road is a c. 1900 farmhouse, formerly associated with the Hale Farmstead but now under
separate ownership. The area surrounding the site is rural, with scattered residences, open space, active agriculture,
and woodland.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
Barn
1797
C
Silo
Mid-20th c.
C
Former Hale Farmhouse, c. 1900, located at 3 Stillman Hill Road is under separate ownership.
Barn:
This is a 1 ½-story gable-roofed three-bay English bank barn, 30’ x 38’. The principal entry is in the center bay of
the south eave-side and the ridge-line of the barn is parallel to Stillman Hill Road, which runs approximately eastwest.
Exterior:
The main entry is a pair of exterior sliding doors in the center bay of the south eave-side. The east leaf has a weather
door with a hood. The west leaf has an X-brace in the bottom portion. A concrete stave silo is adjacent to the east
bay of the south eave-side. The grade at the southeast corner declines sharply toward the north, revealing a
basement level in the east gable-end of the barn. A concrete retaining wall extends to the east from the southeast
corner, a remnant of an addition that was removed in the early 2000s. The basement level of the east gable-end has
an X-braced sliding pass-through door flanked by nine-pane windows, two on the left (south) and one to the right.
The rest of the east gable-end of the barn is blank except for an eight-pane window just beneath the roof peak.
The main level of the north eave-side has a pair of X-braced sliding doors off-center toward the east, corresponding
to the main entry in the south side. The basement level of the north eave-side has two nine-pane windows towards
the left (east) corner. Just to the west of those is an X-braced sliding pass-through door. To the right (west) of the
door is a strip of six six-pane stable windows; at the one-third point, a monolithic stone post is exposed at the
exterior face of the wall. At the west corner of the basement level of the north eave-side of the barn is an exposed
portion of the fieldstone foundation built of massive granite blocks. A stone retaining wall extends westward from
the west side near the northwest corner. The retaining wall makes the transition in the grade up to the main floor
elevation where there is a level terrace along the west gable-end. This was the location of a gable-roofed addition
that extended westward; it was removed in the early 2000s. The west gable-end of the barn is blank except for an
eight-pane window just beneath the roof peak.
The barn has vertical flush-board siding painted red, installed new in the early 2000s using locally-cut lumber. The
roof is newly covered in split cedar shakes, installed in 2009. The foundation is mortared fieldstone.
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Interior:
The main level interior is a three-bay four-bent post and beam frame with dropped tie-girts. The bays are of unequal
widths, with the west bay being 16’, the center bay 12’, and the east bay 10’. Queen posts support longitudinal purlin
plates at the mid-span of the rafters. An upper tie-girt is at the purlin plate elevation. The heavy tie-girts have
notches for the joists of an upper loft floor, but no loft is extant. The rafters appear to be original squared timbers
and are joined at the ridge in half-lap pegged joints. Some timbers have the straight kerf marks of the water-powered
up-and-down type sawmill while many are hand hewn. A metal hay track is suspended from the peak, with the hay
fork extant. Upper tie girts that had been removed for the hay fork clearance, have been replaced in recent
restoration work. Some sills and plates were also replaced with new locally-milled material.
The western interior bent has a post near the center below the tie-girt, as is typical of an English barn frame. The
bays are divided by a low horizontal girt, whose height varies. A secondary post is located in each bent directly
below the northern purlin plate. In the western bent this post sits below the queen post, both joined to a continuous
tie-girt. In the eastern bent this secondary post is continuous from the lower horizontal girt up to the purlin plate,
with the tie-girt being discontinuous. Two Roman numeral marriage marks are visible on the lower horizontal girt in
the eastern interior bay, but this girt is not a principal timber, and there are no members with corresponding marks
at these locations. It seems probable that this is a re-used timber from an earlier structure The post also appears to
be re-used, as it has a scarf joint splice to extend its length and several un-used empty mortises.
A partial loft is located in the eastern bay, southern portion. Flooring is wood planks, with a hatch in the west bay
for access to the basement level.
The basement level has retaining walls of massive fieldstone masonry on the south and west walls. The east wall
formerly communicated with a ground level wing which was located to the east, extending northward. A remaining
concrete retaining wall can be seen extending east from the southeast corner of the barn. The floor joists of the
main level, visible overhead, are a series of unplaned round log joists running north-south the full width of the barn.
These are supported by two longitudinal (east-west) rows of posts, the northerly row having a timber header,
probably to provide a layout with two rows of dairy cows, facing inward. Alterations have converted some of the
stanchions to pens. The whitewashed ceiling indicates the dairy usage.
Silo:
The silo is a concrete stave type with a shallow-pitched shed roofed connector almost at grade on the south side,
linking it to the barn’s basement level. The roof is a metal dome type, and there is a metal-clad chute along the north
side.

• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criteria:
1. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
The Hale Farm and the barn in particular are significant as among the oldest structures in Colebrook, dating to
before 1800. This English bank barn is a much-loved example of the oldest type of barn, the English barn. The
surrounding protected landscape preserves the agricultural character of the area. The well-documented history of the
site and of the North family over a 200-year period, contributes to its significance.
Historical background:
A barn is identified as having been built here by Martin North in 1797. The North farmhouse stood across the street
to the south, but the current house at 3 Stillman Hill Road is a c. 1900 replacement.
The history of what we today refer to as the Hale Barn began in England. The immigrant ancestor of the
builder, John North, was born there in 1615 and came to America in 1635. He was one of the first settlers in
Farmington, Connecticut, where he married and spent the rest of his life. His son [sic – possibly grandson]
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Ebenezer was born in 1703, and located in Torrington, being one of the first settlers there. His son Martin was
born in Torrington in December 1735. His son Rufus was born there in 1769, and removed to Colebrook in
1791. Rufus North died June 20, 1841, aged 72 years (Grigg).
Several of the North descendants moved to New York State and wrote letters back to Colebrook.
Several letters of correspondence between the North boys and their parents back in Colebrook are now in the
possession of the Colebrook Historical Society. These letters, as well as surviving ledgers from Colebrook and
the surrounding towns paint a remarkably detailed description of pioneer life, both here in Colebrook and in the
initial stages of the western migration, which would only stop when the Pacific Ocean had been reached.
Rufus North built the present barn in 1797. The accompanying house, which served as a tavern for many years,
sat where the current dwelling stands, but is a replacement of the original, which burned about 1900. It was an
excellent building site, as it encompassed all the land surrounding a crossroads of considerable importance. The
east-west road was the Old North Road, created in 1761 by the Connecticut Legislature for the movement of
the militia toward the Hudson River Valley during the French and Indian Wars; the north-south road (today’s
Route 183) was to become the Waterbury River Turnpike in three short years with the advent of the turnpike
era in 1801. The location guaranteed steady business for the tavern and the relatively stone free terrain allowed
for the formation of a successful farm.

A search of the ledgers kept by the North family shows that they were proficient in framing and
constructing barns, houses and mills, which would include the construction of water wheels, which were
very sophisticated pieces of equipment; they raised corn, wheat, rye, indigo and flax; they cut trees for
wood as well as timber, which they manufactured in their own sawmill; they acted the part of teamsters,
hauling goods and equipment for local artisans. The North women were involved in weaving cloth on their
loom and did seamstress work; they and the children carded wool and flax (to make linen); rope was made
for the church bell, and slings were made for hoisting oxen in order to shoe them. A bovine cannot stand
on three legs, as can a horse, and thus have to be led into a heavy frame where slings are placed behind the
front legs and in front of the rear legs and then raised off the ground so that their shoes could be worked
on. We can add the ability to make these frames and to shoe not only the oxen, but also horses. Other
occupations employed by the Norths were coopering (making wooden barrels); making oxbows and bails
(handles) for pails, both of which required the knowledge of steaming wood in order to bend it to specific
shapes; making coffins, sheering sheep, neutering cattle and practicing the profession of a cobbler (Grigg).
The last to operate the farm as a dairy was Mason Hale. In the 1940 Census, Mason Hale, age 33, had in his
household his wife Lillian, age 30, and sons Mason Jr. and Richard, age 11. Mason was identified as a carpenter and
Lillian as a bookkeeper, so their farming was carried on in addition to non-farm work. Later, in the late 1950s,
Mason Hale gave up his milking cows and raised heifers for other local farmers.
His son Richard Hale sold the barn and surrounding land to the Colebrook Land Conservancy in 1988. The
Conservancy has performed restoration work including removal of two additions, on the west and east ends, residing with locally cut lumber (2003), and replacing the roof with red cedar shingles (2009). The fields are actively
used for hay production, and the hay is stored in the barn.
Architectural significance:
Examination of the barn structure suggests that the structure documented as constructed in 1797 has been much
altered. At least one extant timber has scribe rule markings, which are consistent with an 18th-cntury date, but the
position of this member as a secondary girt suggests that it has been re-used. The rafter framing is particularly intact
with half-lap joints at the peak, an early framing technique. The unequal sizing of the bays is another characteristic of
an early English barn. The presence of a variety of odd members and a mixture of joinery indicates an un-explained
sequence of construction or remodeling. In addition, an 18th-century barn would typically not have a full basement;
many barns were later raised up on new foundations to create the space for the dairy cow stanchion layout that is
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apparent here. Additions have been added and removed over the decades, as can be seen in Ransom’s 1996
photograph and C. W. Hale’s painting of the barn.
The site is of particular significance because it is a gateway into Colebrook from the south. Route 183, Colebrook
Road, is a designated scenic route going north to the town center, a National Register Historic District, and the barn
is a well-known and visible monument representing the town. It appears on the town web site as a symbol of the
area.
The Hale barn in particular is significant as among the oldest structures in Colebrook, dating in some form to before
1800. This English bank barn is a much-loved and outstanding example of the oldest type of barn, the English barn.
Although some later additions have been removed, the presence of the banked basement and concrete stave silo are
reminders of how farms evolve over time. The surrounding protected landscape preserves the agricultural character
of the area; hay continues to be cut on the property and stored in the barn.

• Sources (continuation):
Photographs and field notes by Manuel Cords, 2/28/2006. Additional photographs by Charlotte Hitchcock,
4/02/2013.
Map resources:
Town of Colebrook Assessor's Records: http://data.visionappraisal.com/ColebrookCT/findpid.asp#closest
Parcel ID: 15/ 04
Aerial views from:
http://maps.google.com/ and http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed 12/29/2012.
Historical aerial photography and maps accessed at UConn MAGIC:
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/1934.html
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/historical_maps_connecticut_towns.html .
USGS Historical Maps accessed 6/22/2012 at http://historical.mytopo.com/ .
UTM coordinates: http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html .
Print and internet resources:
Grigg Robert, Colebrook Historical Society web site:
http://www.colebrookhistoricalsociety.org/PDF%20Images/HaleBarnHistoryThe.pdf .
Colebrook Land Conservancy, “Maturity and Decline of the Hale Farm, 1949-2003,” and “Hale Barn Undergoing
Restoriation,” CLC Newsletter, 2003.
Connecticut State Library online: iconn.org or http://www.cslib.org/iconnsitemap/staff/SiteIndex.aspx#directories
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 2010, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/10121 ,
Barns Grant application materials, 2009.
Cunningham, Jan, Colebrook Center Historic District Nomination No. 91000953, National Park Service, 1991.
Gilchrist, Alison, Phelps Corners NR Historic District Nomination No. 83001249, , National Park Service, 1983.
Ransom, David F., 3-4 Stillman Hill Road, Colebrook Historic Resources Inventory Form No. 129, 1996.
Sexton, James, PhD; Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
U.S. Federal Census, accessed at http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/search/basic
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns & Farm Buildings, University Press of New England, 1997.
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1. Location map of 4 Stillman Hill Road, Colebrook CT – Google mapping from
http://www.historicdistrictsct.org/ accessed 6/16/2013.

2. South view – aerial “bird’s-eye” map of 4 Stillman Hill Road, Colebrook CT – http://www.bing.com/maps
accessed 12/30/2012. Note Hale Barn at northwest corner and former Hale Farmhouse at southwest corner.
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3. Northeast context view of Barn with Silo and Farmhouse (no longer under same ownership) at left rear across
Stillman Hill Road. Photograph 2009, prior to re-roofing.

4. South view of Barn and Silo, camera facing north. Photograph 2009, prior to re-roofing. Note the wider left
(west) bay. The entry doors are in the center or threshing bay.
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5. West view of Barn and Silo, camera facing east.

6. Northeast view of Barn, and Silo, camera facing southwest. Photograph 2009, prior to re-roofing.
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7. Detail view of north basement wall of the Barn, showing massive stone block foundation; camera facing
southeast.

8. Interior view of Barn west bay, camera facing northwest. Note the open mortise at the top of the queen post, an
indication of a tie that was removed for the hay fork clearance, now replaced by a new tie. Also note the
secondary post below the north queen post.
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9. Interior view of Barn, camera facing northeast, showing the three bays. Note the hybrid post at the right rear
bent sitting on a lower cross-girt, and with the main tie-girt cut and the post continuing vertically, also with a
scarf joint.

10. Interior view of Barn, camera facing southeast. Note Roman numeral marks in the lower horizontal girt.
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11. Interior detail view of Barn, showing Roman numeral marriage mark with empty tenon where an angle brace
would typically have the matching mark; this may be an indication of a re-purposed timber.

12. Interior view of Barn roof, showing the half-lapped rafter joints at the peak, the hay track, and horse fork.

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hartford CT 06103
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM – BUILDING AND STRUCTURES continuation sheet
4 Stillman Hill Road, Colebrook CT

Record No. 10121

13

_________________________________________________________________________________

13. Context view of Barn and meadow, with the farmhouse at far left rear, camera facing southwest.

14. Context view of the Hale Farm, painting by C. W. Hale. Note the additions to the barn, subsequently removed
during 2003 restoration.

