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GENERAL INFORMATION
Southworth,
Southworth, Ezra,
Ezra, Farmstead
Farmstead
Record
18513
Southworth, Deacon
Deacon Ezra
Ezra // Southworth,
Record No.
No. 18513
Building Name (Common) ______________________________________________________________________
Southworth,
Southworth, Ezra,
Ezra, Farmstead
Farmstead
Southworth, Deacon
Deacon Ezra
Ezra // Southworth,
Building Name (Historic) _______________________________________________________________________
245
245 Main
Main Street
Street
Street Address or Location ______________________________________________________________________
Middlesex
Middlesex
Deep River
River
Deep
Town/City __________________________
Village ________________________ County ___________________
Deep
Deep River
River Historical
Historical Society,
Society, 245
245 Main
Main Street,
Street, Deep
Deep River
River CT
CT 06417
06417
Owner(s) _______________________________________________________________

Public

Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Recreation
Recreation and
and culture:
culture: Museum;
Museum; meeting
meeting hall
hall
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
agricultural outbuilding;
outbuilding; Domestic:
single dwelling
dwelling
Agriculture/Subsistence:
Domestic: single
Historic Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?
Interior accessible?

Yes

No

during museum
museum hours
during
hours and
and with
with permission
permission
No If yes, explain __________________________________________________

Yes

c. 1889
c.
1889
Carriage barn;
Carriage
barn; Vernacular
Vernacular Queen
Queen Anne
Anne
Style of building _______________________________________________
Date of Construction ____________

Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):
Clapboard

Asbestos Siding

Brick

Wood Shingle

Asphalt Siding

✔ Fieldstone

Board & Batten

Stucco

Cobblestone

Aluminum Siding

Vertical siding
Vertical
siding
Cut Stone ( Type ______________) ✔ Other ______________

Concrete (Type ______________)
Structural System
✔ Wood Frame

✔ Post & Beam

Balloon

Load bearing masonry

Structural iron or steel

Other _______________________
Roof (Type)
✔ Gable

Gambrel
(Material)
Wood Shingle

Flat

Mansard

Monitor

Shed

Hip

Round

Built up

Sawtooth
Cross-gable
Cross-gable
✔ Other ___________________________

Roll Asphalt

Tin

Slate

✔ Asphalt Shingle

Tile

Other ____________________

1
1 1/2
1/2
35' xx 59',
35'
59', with
with a
a 26'
26' xx 26'
26' addition
addition
Number of Stories: __________
Approximate Dimensions __________________________________________

Structural Condition: ✔ Excellent
Exterior Condition: ✔ Excellent

Good
Good

Location Integrity:

On original site

Alterations?

No

Yes

Fair

Deteriorated

Fair
Moved

Deteriorated
When? _____________

Cross-gable
added in
in 1889,
1889, addition
addition and
and interior
interior finished
finished in
in 1991.
1991.
Cross-gable added
If yes, explain: _______________________________________________________

FOR OFFICE USE: Town #_______
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S
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NR
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Potential
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PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:
Barn
Garage
Carriage House
Shop
✔ Shed
✔ Garden
Ivory
Ivory bleach
bleach house
house relocated
relocated in
in 1998.
1998.
✔ Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________
Surrounding Environment:
✔ Open land ✔ Woodland
High building density

✔ Residential
Commercial
Industrial
✔ Scattered buildings visible from site

Rural

• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
See
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________
Deacon Ezra
Ezra Southworth
Southworth
Deacon
• Historical or Architectural importance:
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

• Sources:
Cunningham, Janice,
Janice, Connecticut's
Connecticut's Agricultural
Agricultural Heritage:
Heritage: an
an Architectural
Architectural and
and Historical
Historical Overview,
Overview, Connecticut
Connecticut Trust
Trust for
for Historic
Historic
Cunningham,
Preservation &
& State
State Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation Office,
Office, 2012.
2012.
Preservation
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

8/25/2011
8/25/2011
Todd Levine
Todd
Levine
Photographer __________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Multiple
Multiple Views
Views
CTHP
CTHP
View __________________________________________________________
Negative on File _______________
Todd
Todd Levine
Levine
1/26/2012
1/26/2012
Name ________________________________________________________________
Date _________________
The Connecticut
The
Connecticut Trust
Trust for
for Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation
Organization ________________________________________________________________________________
940
940 Whitney
Whitney Avenue,
Avenue, Hamden
Hamden CT
CT 06517
06517
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

• Subsequent field evaluations:
Latitude,
Latitude, Longitude:
Longitude:
41.380896,
41.380896, -72.432849
-72.432849

Threats to the building or site:

✔ None known
Deterioration

Highways

Vandalism

Zoning

Other ________________
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Developers

Renewal

Private

Explanation ________________
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• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
The barn is located on a 10.5-acre parcel on the east side of the street, behind and to the northeast of the 2 ½-story
Stone House at 245 Main Street, with which it is associated. To the north of the barn is a portion of an ivory bleach
house, relocated to the site in 1998. A small shed is adjacent to the bleach house to the southeast.
The house is set back from Main Street with a gravel driveway running east-west just north of the house, past the
house to the carriage barn to the northeast. The house is a five-bay 2 1/2-story gable-roofed granite masonry
building with its front eave-side facade facing west toward the street. A full-width 1-story porch extends along the
west side and wraps around the ends. A cross-gable dormer is centered at the attic level. The main entry door is
centered and flanked by six-over-six double-hung windows which are typical throughout. The east and west ends
have pedimented attic gables with the stone masonry continuing full height. A 2-story ell extends east.
A tract of open space runs from the street to the west, north of the gravel drive, after which the lot turns to the
northeast. The site is demarcated to the north by a row of trees, to the east by stone walls and woodland, and to the
south by a single row of trees. The grade of the site is flat. The ridge-line of the house is parallel to the street, while
the ridge-line of the barn runs at a diagonal from the street; northwest-southeast. The property is in a mixed-use area
with both residential and commercial units. Devitt Field, a town-owned public park, once a part of the original
parcel, flanks the property to its southeast. Further east are salt marshes, also a part of the original parcel.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
House
c. 1840, 1889
C
Carriage House
c. 1889
C
Bleach House
190th c. relocated 1998 C
Barn:
This is a 1 ½-story eave-entry cross-gable carriage barn with a gable-roof addition. The southwest eave-façade of the
barn faces Main Street while the northeast eave-side cross-gable is intersected by a smaller 1-story gable-roof
addition. The ridge-line of the barn does not correspond with the direction of the street, which runs roughly northsouth, but rather is diagonal; running southwest-northeast.
Exterior:
The main façade of the barn is the southwest eave-façade, which has a centered wall-dormer above the main
entrance through a pair of hinged wagon doors with diagonal board panels. Two secondary entrances flank the main
entry at the corners through paneled pass-through doors. The wall-dormer has a centered, arched, two-over-two
double-hung sash window just below the apex of the dormer.
The southeast gable-end of the barn has a centered two-over-two double-hung sash window on the main level. The
gable attic has deep soffits lined by fascia boards and an arched six-over-six double-hung sash window just below
the apex of the roof. Set within the mortared fieldstone basement are three, three-pane basement windows. The
cross-gable eave-side of the barn is flush with the gable-end and continues to the northeast with three, three-pane
hopper stable windows in the main level. Between the second and third of the stable windows is a paneled passthrough door, accessed by a set of stone steps. The northeast cross-gable-end of the barn has a four-pane window
with trim just beneath the apex of the roof. The rest of the gable-end is encompassed by the addition. The southeast
eave-side of the addition is flush with the southeast eave side of the cross-gable, resulting in a contiguous exterior
wall. The southeast eave-side of the addition has two pairs of exterior swinging doors, with white trim. The
northeast gable-end of the addition has two, two-over-two double-hung sash windows. Just beneath the apex of the
addition’s roof is a louvered vent.
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The northwest gable-end of the barn has two two-over-two double-hung sash on the main level. A hay door is
above and off-center to the north. The gable attic has deep soffit lines by fascia board and an arched two-over-two
double-hung sash window just below the apex of the roof. A flag pole runs from just above the arched window
through the soffit, ending above the ridge of the roof. A single basement window is centered in the foundation
space.
The northwest cross-gable eave-side of the barn is set back from the northwest gable-end of the barn 10 feet.
Nestled in the corner is a shed-roof tack room. The northwest wall of the tack room/kitchen has a two-over-two
double hung window off-center to the west. The northeast wall of the tack room/kitchen has egress through a passthrough door, which is not an original feature.
To the north of the tack room along the eave-side of the cross-gable are two, two-over-two double-hung sash
windows. The northeast gable-end of the barn is encompassed, as noted before, by the addition, which extends to
the northeast. The northwest eave-side of the addition has two two-over-two double-hung windows.
The wood frame of the addition is supported on a concrete foundation. The wood frame of the barn is on a
mortared field stone foundation. The barn and addition have asphalt shingle roofing. The exterior of the barn and
addition are clad in grey painted vertical siding walls with white trim and corner boards, except for above the tack
room, which has horizontal siding walls.
Interior:
The main entry, as well as both flanking pass-through doors, accesses the main room of the carriage barn. The
interior of the barn has been refurbished in 1991 into a meeting room and gallery; the original features are either
gone, or behind the walls, except for the post and beams, which are original and exposed. The flooring is hardwood,
coated with varnish and a sealant. The walls are covered with wood paneling, except for the northeast wall, which is
painted sheetrock. The main block of the room is open. A small enclosed room is at the southeast corner of the
barn and accesses the exterior egress.
The tack room is accessed by a wall between the room and the original northwest wall. The tack room has been
converted to a kitchen. The northwest wall of the tack room/kitchen has a two-over-two double hung windows offcenter to the west. The northeast wall of the tack room/kitchen has egress through a pass-through door. Just east
of the northeast corner of the barn is a pass-through door that leads to the 1-story addition.
The addition is constructed with balloon framing and a trussed roof; there is no second level. Access to the second
floor was once just inside the southernmost pass-through door on the main facade. Now access to the second level
is in the east corner of the 1991 addition. The cross-gable section is actually an addition that was added to the
exterior of the carriage barn, as evident by the intact wood shingle roof and exterior vertical-board cladding;
originally the form of the barn was a gable-roof English barn. Documentary evidence suggests the cross-gable
addition was added in 1899. The second level of the cross-gable addition is square-rule constructed, with circular
sawn timbers with pegs. The gable-ends have dropped girts with diagonal braces with pegs. The eave-sides also have
diagonal braces with pegs. The exterior wall of the original gable-roof barn has a feed chute with a hinged top. The
roof has rafters and with no ridge pole.

• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criteria:
1. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
The carriage barn is a good example of a carriage barn that has evolved over the years as the needs for the building
changed. The barn may have originally been used as a hay barn, then transformed into a carriage house and horse
barn, then changed to its present incarnation, that of a meeting space. The association of the unique stone masonry
house and carriage barn with the Southworth family, adds historical significance.

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hartford CT 06103
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM – BUILDING AND STRUCTURES continuation sheet
245 Main Street, Deep River, CT

Record no. 18513

5

________________________________________________________________________________

Historical background:
The barn was built c. 1889 by Ezra Southworth and his son, the son and grandson of Deacon Ezra Southworth,
who built the house associated with this site. The barn was originally an English barn likely used for hay until 1899,
when it was converted to a horse barn, with horse stalls on the northwest side of the structure and a tack room on
the southeast side. The site was acquired by the Deep River Historical Society when the last remaining relative of
Ezra Southworth, Ada Munson, died in 1946. At some point between the early 20th century and the time Ada
passed away, automobiles were kept in the barn. From 1946 until 1991, the site was used solely for storage and the
second level and addition continue in that function. In 1991 the Deep River Historical Society rehabilitated the barn
and turned it into a social space/ membership place of gathering. They turned the tack room into the kitchen.
The original site once included the ballpark to the southeast, as well as access to the salt marches that are to the
northeast.
The Stone House was built of local granite in 1840 by Deacon Ezra Southworth as a home for his bride, Eunice
Post. The original house had a flat tin roof with a slight slope to the rear, four rooms up, four rooms down. A plain
gable roof was later constructed over the original, with its ridge parallel to the street. After Deacon Ezra’s death in
1859, the house was occupied by his widow and their son Ezra Job Birney Southworth. The large two story wooden
ell was added in 1881 as Ezra Job Birney married Fannie Shortland. Their daughter Ada was born there in 1882. The
ell was widened shortly after it was added.
In 1899 the veranda was added along with the shingled dormer facing the street. Ada married Charles Munson in
1906. They lived mostly in Jacksonville, Florida. Their only child died in infancy. Ada Munson eventually returned to
Deep River, and lived in the house until her death in 1946, at which time Ada left her house to the Deep River
Historical Society.
The ivory bleach house is a small section of a former Pratt, Read bleach house which was used for sun bleaching
(whitening) ivory and was reconstructed on the site in 1998. A great influence of Deep River was the manufacture of
combs and, later, piano keys from elephant ivory imported from Africa. Pratt, Read and Co., eventually the industry
leader, was headquartered just a half-mile north of the barn site. One of the last steps in the manufacturing process
of ivory was the accumulation of 30 days of sunlight exposure on both sides of an article to produce a uniform
color. Glass bleach houses, often more than 100 ft long, were usually located near the manufacturing shops and
oriented to maximize sun exposure. Ivory articles were arranged on zinc standoffs on light wooden racks, and placed
just under the sloping glass. Pratt, Read & Co., the third oldest manufacturing company in continuous operation in
Connecticut, ceased its ivory manufacturing in Deep River in 1939.
Architectural significance:
The carriage barn is a good example of a carriage barn that has evolved over the years as the needs for the building
changed. The barn may have originally been used as a hay barn, then transformed into a carriage house and horse
barn, then changed to its present incarnation, that of a meeting space. The uses are reflected in the building
techniques of the barn; the oldest portion is square rule timber framed with pegged mortise and tenon joints, the
second phase is the addition of the cross-gable section, which uses post and beam, mortise and tenon fastened by
wire nails, while the final phase, the addition, uses balloon framing and a trussed roof.

• Sources (continuation):
Field notes and photographs by Marissa Cartoceti, 3/24/2010, Todd Levine 8/25/2011.
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 2010,
http://www.connecticutbarns.org/18513 .
Deep River Historical Society, Jeff Hostetler, interview, August 2011.
The Deep River New Era (paper), May 12, 1899.
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Ransom, David, Pratt, Read and Company Factory Complex National Register Nomination No. 84001117, National
Park Service, 1984.
Sexton, James, PhD; Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
Town of Deep River Town Hall, Tax Assessor’s Record: 57/ 142, http://www.visionappraisal.com/databases/.
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns & Farm Buildings, University Press of New England, 1997.
Bing maps, www.Bing.com/maps, Accessed on September 20, 2011.

1. Location map of 245 Main Street, Deep River, CT from Bing Maps http://www.bing.com/maps
accessed 8/25/2011.

2. South view – aerial “bird’s eye” map of 245 Main Street, Deep River, CT from Bing Maps
http://www.bing.com/maps accessed 8/25/2011.
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3. Northeast view of Stone house, camera facing southwest.

4. Floor plan of barn, Vision Appraisal, http://www.visionappraisal.com/.
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5. West view of barn from Main Street, camera facing east.

6. Southeast view of barn, camera facing north.
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7. Southeast view of barn, camera facing north.

8. Southeast view of barn, camera facing west.
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9. Northwest view of barn and tack room, camera facing south.

10. North view of barn, camera facing southeast.
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11. North view of barn and addition, camera facing south.

12. Main room of the interior, with kitchen to the left, camera facing northeast.
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13. Main room of the interior, camera facing southwest.

14. Main room of the interior, main entry, camera facing southwest.
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15. Interior of addition, including trussed roof,
camera facing north.

16. Second level interior of original barn exterior,
including feed chute, camera facing southwest.

17. View of interior cross-gable framing over original roof, camera facing southwest.
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18. Square rule, pegged mortise and tenon post and beam joinery, camera facing west.

19. Cross-gable interior construction, camera facing northwest.

