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GENERAL INFORMATION
Gulielmetti
Record No.
No. 24848
24848
Gulielmetti Farm
Farm
Record
Building Name (Common) ______________________________________________________________________
Hull,
Hull, Harvey,
Harvey, Farmstead
Farmstead
Building Name (Historic) _______________________________________________________________________
108
108 Mica
Mica Hill
Hill Road
Road
Street Address or Location ______________________________________________________________________
Middlesex
Middlesex
Durham
Durham
Town/City __________________________
Village ________________________ County ___________________
Angela
Angela Gulielmetti,
Gulielmetti, 108
108 Mica
Mica Hill
Hill Road,
Road, Durham,
Durham, CT
CT 06422
06422
Owner(s) _______________________________________________________________

Public

Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Agriculture/Subsistence:
Domestic: single
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
agricultural outbuilding;
outbuilding; Domestic:
single dwelling
dwelling
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
agricultural outbuilding;
outbuilding; Domestic:
single dwelling
dwelling
Agriculture/Subsistence:
Domestic: single
Historic Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?
Interior accessible?

Yes

Yes

No

No If yes, explain __________________________________________________

c. 1830
c.
1830
English barn,
English
barn, vernacular
vernacular style
style
Style of building _______________________________________________
Date of Construction ____________

Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):
Clapboard

Asbestos Siding

Brick

Wood Shingle

Asphalt Siding

✔ Fieldstone

Board & Batten

Stucco

Cobblestone

Aluminum Siding

vertical woo
vertical
woo
Cut Stone ( Type ______________) ✔ Other ______________

Concrete (Type ______________)

siding
siding

Structural System
✔ Wood Frame

✔ Post & Beam

Balloon

Load bearing masonry

Structural iron or steel

Other _______________________
Roof (Type)
✔ Gable

Gambrel
(Material)
Wood Shingle

Flat

Mansard

Monitor

Sawtooth

Shed

Hip

Round

Other ___________________________

Roll Asphalt

Tin

Slate

Tile

Other ____________________

Built up

✔ Asphalt Shingle

1
1 1/2
1/2
45' xx 25'
45'
25'
Number of Stories: __________
Approximate Dimensions __________________________________________

Structural Condition:
Exterior Condition:

Excellent
Excellent

Good ✔ Fair
Good ✔ Fair

Location Integrity:

On original site

Alterations?

No

Yes

Deteriorated

Moved

Deteriorated
When? _____________

If yes, explain: _______________________________________________________

FOR OFFICE USE: Town #_______

District:

S

Site # _______
NR

UTM ______________________________________

If NR, Specify:

-1-

Actual

Potential

Historic Resources Inventory

108 Mica Hill Road, Durham CT Record No. 24848
PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:
Garage
Carriage House
Shop
✔ Barn
✔ Shed
✔ Garden
Chicken
Chicken coop
coop
✔ Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________
Surrounding Environment:
✔ Open land ✔ Woodland

✔ Residential

High building density

Commercial

Industrial

Rural

Scattered buildings visible from site

• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
See
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________
• Historical or Architectural importance:
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

• Sources:
Cunningham, Jan,
Jan, Connecticut's
Connecticut's Agricultural
Agricultural Heritage:
Heritage: an
an Architectural
Architectural and
and Historical
Historical Overview,
Overview, Connecticut
Connecticut Trust
Trust
Cunningham,
for Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation &
& State
State Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation Office,
Office, 2012.
2012.
for
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

10/9/2012
10/9/2012
Kristen Young
Kristen
Young
Photographer __________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Multiple
Multiple Views
Views
CTHP
CTHP
View __________________________________________________________
Negative on File _______________
Kristen
Kristen Young
Young and
and Todd
Todd Levine
Levine
10/12/2012
10/12/2012
Name ________________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Connecticut Trust
Connecticut
Trust for
for Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation
Organization ________________________________________________________________________________
940
940 Whitney
Whitney Avenue,
Avenue, Hamden
Hamden CT
CT 06517
06517
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

• Subsequent field evaluations:
Latitude,
Latitude, Longitude:
Longitude:
41.441769,
41.441769, -72.683122
-72.683122

Threats to the building or site:

✔ None known
Deterioration

Highways

Vandalism

Zoning

Other ________________

-2-

Developers

Renewal

Private

Explanation ________________
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• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
The property consists of 17.23 acres of land on the south side of Mica Hill Road. Currently, the owners of this
property also own land on the north side of the road, totaling approximately 30 acres. This complex consists of a
historic farmhouse, one historic barn (Barn I) and two modern structures (Barn II and Barn III). The driveway
extends to the south off Mica Hill Road, and leads to the east side of the house, and west side of Barn II. The c.
1860 farmhouse sits close to the road, to the northwest of Barn I. An earlier farmhouse with which Barn I was once
associated sat on the north side of Mica Hill Road, but was demolished by fire and replaced with the current
house. Barn II sits close to the road to the north of Barn I, and Barn III is situated between Barn I and Barn II. A
small shed and a chicken coop are located to the northwest of Barn I, with a milk house just to the south of Barn
I. The stone foundation of a silo is a couple feet to the north of Barn I. Animal paddocks enclose the east and
north sides of Barn I, and the east and north sides of Barn III. A large vegetable garden is found on the tract of
land to the north side of Mica Hill Road.
The Harvey Hull farmhouse is situated near the road on a grassy knoll, reached by four concrete steps coming off
Mica Hill Road. The main facade faces north and the ridge-line runs north-south. A shed-roof addition extends to
the west near the south corner of the west eave-side with a gable-roof addition extending to the south off this and
attaching to the house at the southwest corner.
A plain trim doorway with a thin projecting cornice is placed slightly south of the façade center. A notable
feature is the irregular placement of the façade entrance door which indicates that this is apparently not a
balloon-frame structure. Four six-over-six windows are place symmetrically on the façade. The gable end
exhibits a square, six-paned sash [in the attic]. Additions include a single-story, gable-roofed ell to the rear
and a single-story, shed-roofed ell on the west elevation.
Built in 1860, this 2 ½-story, gable-to-street, mid-nineteenth-century domestic style farmhouse is set on
Mica Hill as it rises to the south. Topped with an asphalt-shingled roof, the clapboarded post-and-beam
frame rests on a coursed sandstone foundation. (Hall)
Mica Hill Road extends to the southeast off Guilford Road (Rte. 77). Guilford Road (Rte. 77) and Madison Road
(Rte. 79) meet at a fork and turn into Main Street (Rte. 17) which runs through the center of Durham. The property
is less than a mile from the border of Guilford, located just to the south, and is a few miles from the center of town,
where the Main Street Historic District is a Local and National Register district including over 100 buildings, the Old
Burial Ground, and the Town Green. At the south end of Mica Hill Road (near Crooked Hill Road) are modern
20th century houses, and open tracts of land are found on the east, west and north sides of the property. Woodland
is found to the northeast. Open tracts of land, farmland, mixed with modern 20th century developments are located
along Guilford Road (Rte. 77).

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
Farmouse
c. 1860
C
Barn I
c. 1830
C
Barn II
2011
NC
Barn III
2010
NC
C
Shed
19th c.
Chicken coop
19th c.
C
th
C
Milk house
19 c.
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Barn I:
This is a 1 1/2-story, three-bay, four-bent, approximately 25’ x 45’ English barn with an approximately 15’ x 15’
shed-roof addition attached to the north side. The ridge-line runs east-west, and the north eave-side of the barn
faces the road. It is sheathed in vertical board siding that is unpainted, has a mortared fieldstone and concrete
foundation, and the roof is clad in asphalt shingles.
Exterior:
The main entry is found on the south eave-side of the barn and consists of a pair of double-height side-hinged doors
with original iron strap hinges. A concrete foundation is visible along this side. A six-pane awning window and a
Dutch door are found near the east corner of the south eave-side of the barn.
The grade drops slightly along the east gable-end of the barn, revealing a mortared fieldstone foundation. A series
of nine four-pane stable windows are spaced evenly across this side. The track from what may have once been an
exterior-hung sliding door is extant just above the windows.
Along the north eave-side of the barn, the grade drops slightly further, and the mortared fieldstone foundation is
visible. A side-hinged pass-through door is centered on this side. The shed-roof addition is attached to the west half
of the north eave-side of the barn. On the east side of the addition is a six-pane stable window in the top southeast
corner. A six-pane stable window is found near the east corner of the north side of the addition. Starting near the
north corner of the west side of the addition is a six-pane window, a side-hinged pass-through door and a six-pane
stable window. The addition is sheathed in vertical board siding, has a concrete foundation, and an asphalt shingled
roof.
Visible along the west gable-end of the barn is the mortared fieldstone foundation. A series of eight four-pane
stable windows and a side-hinged pass-through door are spaced evenly across this side of the barn. A large hay door
is found in the gable-attic that may have once opened out with hinges on either the top or bottom. Currently, the
hay door is in-operable.
Interior:
The side-hinged doors open into the middle bay which has wood plank walls, ceiling and floors. Walls separate each
bay and are accessible by both interior and exterior doors. The middle bay has access to the two lofts above, one in
the east gable-end and the other in the west gable-end, which are each reached by a ladder.
The east bay is reached by an exterior door near the east corner on the south eave-side of the barn. It is also
accessed by an interior door located in the eastern wall of the middle bay. Animal stalls are found in the east bay,
and were constructed of wood planks from the old wood silo that is no longer extant. Concrete flooring, wood
plank walls and ceiling are found in this bay.
The west bay is accessed by an exterior door near the south corner of the west gable-end of the barn. It is also
reached by an interior door found in the western wall of the middle bay. Concrete flooring with a manure gutter is
found in this bay, and cow stanchions are still extant with the manger along the east wall. Whitewash is still visible
in both the east and west bays, but not found in the middle bay. This indicates the two outside bays were used for
dairy purposes.
A loft above is reached by a ladder. Wood plank floors and walls are found in this upper level. The square rule
post-and-beam framing is constructed with mortise and tenon joints and queen posts supporting purlin plates.
Hand-hewn marks on the timbers indicate this barn may have been constructed in the early 19th century. The girt is
dropped and attached to the post by a mortise and tenon joint with a tree nail. The tree nails are protruding from
the wood and have not been sawn down. A gunstock post in the west gable-end of the barn suggests this barn was
partially constructed with re-used wood. Common rafters extend from the plate and meet in the middle at a ridgeboard. The roof-deck is constructed of wood planks, and a hay track is found along the ridge.
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• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criteria:
1. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past – 20th-century immigrant farmers;
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
The Harvey Hull barn is an outstanding example of a c. 1830 English square rule barn. Surrounding the barn are
farmland and woodland as it was when the barn was first constructed. The barn also helps to show the evolution of
the farm, changing from dairy production to vegetable production. This property is also significant due to its
association with an Italian immigrant family, Francesco and Angela Gulielmetti. Moving from New York to
Durham, Connecticut in the early 20th century, this Italian family is an example of the rise in the immigrant
population and the transition of Connecticut farming to the new ownership.
Historical background:
This property originally sat on 75 acres of land occupying both the north and south sides of Mica Hill Road.
Originally, the farmhouse with which this property was associated was located across the street on the north side of
Mica Hill Road. However, it was demolished by fire in the mid-1800s. Around this time, Harvey Hull purchased
the property, and built the current farmhouse in 1860. In 1884, when Harvey Hull passed away, he deeded the
property to his wife, Susan. Upon her death in 1899, their two sons Timothy E. and James P. Hull inherited the
farm. The Hull brothers continued to own the property until 1914 when it was sold out of the family. The current
owner believes her family acquired the site from a family by the name of Whitney. It was in 1919 when Francesco
and Angela Gulielmetti purchased the property, and it has remained in the family ever since.
The c. 1830 English barn on the property is one of the oldest structures still standing on the site. Until the snow
storms of 2010-2011, a c. 1810 barn sat close to the road. This early barn was demolished by the snow and Barn II
is now located on the same site, close to the road. The small shed was originally built as a corn crib, but has since
been re-sided so as to not have open slats.
When the Gulielmettis first purchased the farm they owned a small dairy as well as produced potatoes. To help
supplement their income, they constructed railroad ties that were sold to the railroad companies in the area. They
also sold witch hazel to the E. E. Dickinson Company from Essex, Connecticut. Currently the farm produces
vegetables, and the barn is used to house animals and store hay.
Architectural significance:
The Harvey Hull barn is an outstanding example of a c. 1830 English barn. Documentary evidence states there was
a barn on the property prior to 1860 when the farmhouse was built. Also, the hand hewn marks on the lumber
indicate this barn was built before 1850. The materials are in fair condition and the active agriculture allows the barn
to maintain its original use. Surrounding the barn are farmland and woodland as it was when the barn was first
constructed. The barn also helps to show the evolution of the farm, changing from dairy production to vegetable
production, and the barn now houses sheep and llamas instead of cows.
This property is also significant due to its association with an Italian immigrant family. Francesco and Angela
Gulielmetti (originally spelt Guglielmetti) immigrated to the United States from Italy. Moving from New York to
Durham, Connecticut in the early 20th century, this Italian family is an example of the rise in the immigrant
population and the transition of Connecticut farming to the new ownership.
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• Sources (continuation):
Photographs and field notes by Kristen Young - 10/9/2012.
Interview with Angela Gulielmetti - 10/9/2012, 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT.
Interview with Mary DiMella – 10/11/2012, 68 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT.
Map resources:
Durham Tax Assessor's Records - http://durham.univers-clt.com/ - accessed 10/12/2012.
Parcel ID: G0112300
Durham Tax Assessor’s Maps - http://www.townofdurhamct.org/content/28562/27546/27641.aspx - accessed
10/12/2012. Map # 115.
Aerial views from:
http://maps.google.com/ and http://www.bing.com/maps - accessed 10/12/2012.
Historical aerial photography and maps accessed on 10/12/2012 at UConn MAGIC:
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/1934.html
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/historical_maps_connecticut_towns.html
USGS Historical Maps accessed 10/12/2012 at http://historical.mytopo.com/
UTM coordinates: http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html - accessed 10/12/2012.
Print and internet resources:
Connecticut State Library online: iconn.org or http://www.cslib.org/iconnsitemap/staff/SiteIndex.aspx#directories
– accessed 10/12/2012.
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 2010,
http://www.connecticutbarns.org/24848
Hall, Peter Dobkin, History & Architecture of Durham, Connecticut: An Architectural and Historical Survey,
Greater Middletown Preservation Trust, 1983-1984.
Sexton, James, PhD; Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
U.S. Federal Census, accessed at http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/search/basic accessed 10/12/2012.
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns & Farm Buildings, University Press of New England, 1997.
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1. Location map of 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT – from https://maps.google.com/ - accessed 10/12/2012.

2. Parcel Map of 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT. Parcel is outlined in red. Map from
http://www.townofdurhamct.org/content/28562/27546/27641.aspx - accessed 10/12/2012.
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3. South view – “bird’s-eye” view of 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT – from http://www.bing.com.maps –
accessed 10/12/2012.

4. Sitemap of 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT – from http://maps.google.com/ - accessed 10/12/2012.
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5. East context view of Barn I (on the left), Barn III (in the middle), and Barn II (on the right). Camera facing west.

6. South context view of the farmhouse (on left), shed (in middle), chicken coop (on right), and Barn II (behind
chicken coop). Camera facing north.
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7. South context view of the vegetable garden across the road. Camera facing north.

8. North gable-end (main façade) of the Harvey Hull farmhouse, camera facing south.
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9. Southwest context view of shed (on left), chicken coop with Barn II behind it and the west eave-side and south
gable-end of Barn III (on right). Camera facing northeast.

10. West gable-end and south eave-side of Barn II, camera facing northeast.
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11. South side of the shed (on left) and south side of the chicken coop (on right). Camera facing north.

12. North gable-end and west eave-side of the milk house, camera facing southeast.
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13. South eave-side of Barn I, camera facing north.

14. South eave-side and east gable-end of Barn I, camera facing northwest.

13

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hartford CT 06103
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM – BUILDING AND STRUCTURES continuation sheet
108 Mica Hill Road, Durham, CT

Record No. 24848

_________________________________________________________________________________

15. East gable-end and north eave-side of Barn I, and east side and north side of the addition. Camera facing
southwest.

16. West side of addition and west gable-end of Barn I, camera facing east.
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17. Interior view of the middle bay of Barn I, note the east wall separating the middle bay from the east bay.
Camera facing north.

18. Interior view of the east bay of Barn I, note the animal stalls that were constructed of wood from the silo that
was once to the northeast of the barn. Camera facing northeast.
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19. Interior view the northeast corner of the west bay of Barn I, note the cow stanchions. Camera facing northeast.

20. Interior view of the northwest corner of the loft level of Barn I, note the post-and-beam framing with a
dropped end girt and mortise and tenon joints. Camera facing northwest.
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21. Interior view of the east gable-end of the loft of Barn I, note the queen posts and purlin plates. Camera facing
east.

22. Interior view of the railing in the western side of the loft, note the hand-hewn marks on the timber. Camera
facing northeast.

