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• Interrelationship of buildings and surroundings:
The main barn is the heart of a farming complex. The barn complex includes a tall central structure surrounded on
all sides by attached additions including sheds, barns and a pair of silos. The ridgeline of the barn runs approximately
northeast-southwest, parallel to this portion of Higbie Road. Higbie Road runs roughly north-south, angling toward
the east as it approaches the intersection with East Street (Rte 109) at its north end where the barn is located. The
barn complex of the Paletsky Farm is located on the east side of Higbie Road near the corner of East Street. The 92acre property extends east to Watertown Road (Rte 63) and south to Anderson Road, with the exception of some
areas that have been subdivided for home construction.
The grade of the site varies; it declines significantly to the east, into a section that is wetlands and inclines above
grade to the south, then back down towards Anderson Road.
The area is a mix of open farmland and wooded areas with sections of residential development on relatively large
lots. The center of Morris is one mile to the west along East Street and Litchfield is to the north along Route 63.
Several reservoirs and lakes are nearby including Bantam Lake three miles to the northwest. The property includes
two silos located adjacent to the southeast corner of the building complex, and a free-standing 1-story gable-roofed
structure (Gable-roof building IV) to the southeast. A farm pond is further to the southeast of the barn complex and
a stream runs southeastward through the property. A small, single-pitch-roof shed (Shed III) just to the east of the
complex covers a well. There is no farmhouse on this property; several family homes are nearby and include an
Italian-villa style house, c. 1860, at 58 Higbie Road and a Colonial style house, c. 1740, at 95 Thomaston Road. A
Colonial style 18th century home located at 33 Higbie Road appears to be the original farmhouse.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
C
Barn I
Late 19th c.
C
Barn II
Late 19th c.
NC
Shed III
Late 20th c.
C
Gable-roof building IV
Early 20th c.
Silos
Mid 20th c.
C
C
Stone walls
Mid 19th c.
Barn:
The central structure is a 3 ½-story gable-roofed barn (Barn I) oriented northeast-southwest. For the sake of this
description, consider the orientation roughly north-south. Barn II is a 1 ½-story three-bay gable-roofed structure
attached to Barn I at its east side. See Figure 5 for the barn floor plan.
Exterior:
Attached along the full length of the west eave-side is a 2 ½-story shed-roofed addition (Addition A). This addition
has a row of 15 vinyl, one-over-one double-hung windows at ground level in the west side, interspersed with three
pass-through doors near the north end. The second level has two hay doors, a hinged one off-center toward the
north and a pair of sliding hay doors off-center toward the south. The west eave-side of the central structure barn
has a row of eight wood horizontal ten-pane windows under the eaves above where the shed roof is flashed into the
vertical wall.
The north gable-end of the central structure has giant lettering in black in the upper part of the wall, spelling “SAM
PALETSKY CATTLE DEALER EAST MORRIS.” The roof has a projecting hay hood. At the ground level there
is an attached 1-story gable-roofed structure (Addition B, horse barn) with its ridge-line oriented north-south aligned
with the main structure. Its width corresponds to that of the central barn and its west addition. The addition has a
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concrete foundation, a row of eight one-over-one windows along each of the west and east eave-sides. The north
gable-end has a centered sliding exterior barn door flanked by a window on each side, with a louvered vent just
beneath the apex of the roof. The roof has two galvanized metal ventilators.
The east eave-side has a shed-roofed addition (Addition C) similar to the west side, along the south two-thirds of its
length, with similar ground-floor windows and similar high windows (five on the east side) under the eaves of the
central structure. Projecting eastward from the east side of addition C are two gable-roofed structures (Barn II and
Addition F).
Barn II (bull room) is a 1 ½-story gable-roofed structure with its ridge-line oriented east-west attached to the
northern half of Addition C and extending to the east. This is a formerly free-standing English barn, later connected
to the taller central barn by a shed-roofed connection. The original barn has the typical three-bay layout visible on
the north eave-side, with a centered sliding barn door. It is the oldest portion of the barn complex. On its east gableend is a six-pane window just beneath the apex of the roof. Extending south from the south eave-side of Barn II is a
1-story shed-roofed addition (Addition D) with a pair of wide sliding doors. West of Addition D is a pass-through
door into Barn II. The grade declines sharply at the northeast corner of Barn II and an un-mortared stone retaining
wall extends to the north, tapering to grade east of the northernmost end of Addition B. The decline reveals clearly
the mortared field-stone foundation of Barn II, as well as the concrete block masonry foundation of the later shedroof addition that is addition D.
A courtyard is formed, demarcated by Barn II to the north, Addition E to the south, and Addition C to the west.
The south addition (Addition E, cattle birthing room) is a saltbox-roofed structure with its long pitch facing north
and short pitch facing south. The structure abuts the east side of the central structure partially and also is connected
to a north-south gable-roof addition (Addition F, silo room) with a wrap-around shed-roof to the south eave-side.
The east gable-end of Addition E has three windows – two horizontal ten-pane stable windows in the ground floor
and one six-pane window beneath the apex of the roof. The mortared field-stone foundation is visible on the east
and south sides. In the courtyard adjacent to Addition E is a poured concrete floor and the remnants of a concrete
block masonry foundation. Two circular precast concrete silos with poured concrete domed roofs are located to the
south of this structure, connecting to Addition F. There are 4 six-pane windows on the south-facing gable-end of
Addition F and a louvered vent just beneath the apex of the roof. A pass-through door is to the west of the silos.
The concrete block masonry foundation of Addition F is exposed.
The south gable-end of the main central structure is blank. At the ground level there is an attached 1 ½-story gableroofed addition (Addition G, cattle barn) with its ridge-line oriented north-south. The east and west eave-sides each
have a row of vinyl one-over-one windows interspersed with several doors. The gable-end has an overhead garage
door flanked by two vinyl one-over-one windows on the east side and one vinyl one-over-one windows and a passthrough door on the west side. Centered above is a pair of hay doors. The roof has two galvanized steel ventilators.
Projecting west from the west eave-side, off-center toward the north, is a gable-roofed 1 ½-story addition (Addition
H, milk room) with its ridge-line oriented east-west. The south eave-side has two dormers in the roof and a brick
chimney attached near the southwest corner. The west gable-end has two one-over-one double-hung windows at the
ground floor and three louvered vents in the attic. The north eave-side of Addition I has a shed dormer with three
windows off-center to the west in the roof, and a door at the center and a one-over-one double-hung window to the
west.
The barn is clad with vinyl siding. Roofs of the central structure and the west and east shed additions have deep
overhangs supported at the rakes by exposed purlin ends. Roofing is asphalt shingles. The foundation for Barn II
and Addition E, cattle birthing room, are mortared field-stone; the foundation for the main block and the other
additions are concrete block masonry.
Interior:
The barn can be accessed by a number of different egresses, none of which particularly qualifies as a current main
entry. For the sake of clarity, we will start with the northernmost entry. The north gable-end centered sliding door of
Addition B, horse barn, opens into a center aisle flanked by horse stalls, running approximately 65’ to a door frame.
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There were originally six stalls on each side. Today, only the stalls on the east side remain; the stalls on the west side
have been dismantled. The remaining stalls each have a sliding door with grill and a wall of horizontal board with an
inset grill. The west side of addition B, horse barn, has a series of four equally-spaced steel lally columns supporting
beams; the rest of the space is open.
Through the door frame is a small alcove to the east that leads up into the attic space of Barn I via a ladder.
Currently this is the only access to the attic space, save for hay doors. The attic is the most striking space of the
complex. The space is an open area used originally and presently for hay storage. It runs the entire length of the
main block of the barn and Addition G. The structure has a series of square-rule joinery bents with dropped girts.
Evidence of the original block’s exterior vertical board sheathing remains, painted red with white trim. The north of
the main block has been boarded over on the exterior, as indicated by the extant fixed six-pane window. The south
end of the attic is currently used for hay storage.
From north to south on the first level of Barn I, pass-through doors are found to the east and west of the center
aisle, which lead to small offices. Further south is an open tack room. The concrete floor of the tack room is graded
slightly to the north towards Addition B, horse barn. Three steel lally columns supporting beams run east-west about
ten feet into the twenty foot long tack room. To the west is a pass-through door to the exterior. To the south,
opposite the doorway that accesses Addition B, horse barn, is a doorway to the south half of Barn I and Addition G,
cattle barn. To the east is a pass-through door that leads to the small room that leads further east to Barn II, the bull
room. The small room has horizontal board painted originally white, now faded to grey. The south wall of the small
room leads to the main barn and Addition G, cattle barn, which is one large room.
Barn II, bull room, has a step down from the small room. The walls of Barn II are covered with horizontal siding
and there are a number of stalls for bulls. The stalls are 5’ high, consists of thick metal grills and plywood painted
blue. There are triangular blinders flanking each window. There is an access space to the attic, off-center to the
south of the room. The attic space reveals the oldest portion of the barn and consists of square rule mortise and
tenon timber frame joinery. The main floor of Barn II measures approximately 35’ long by 16’ wide.
The main block and Addition G, cattle barn, are a single large room. The main block of the barn has a concrete
floor and horizontal wood interior walls with cased beams. The section of the large single room which is the main
block was cordoned off at the time of my visit, so I was unable to see it. According to the building plan, this area has
a series of lally columns with beams overhead. The west side of the room is an open walkway. The east side of the
room was a set of five enclosed stalls with metal fencing and raised concrete base. The center of the room is
depressed 10”.
Addition G, cattle barn, has a similar set-up, omitting the east side stalls. The addition measures approximately 95’
long by 34’ wide. About midway down on the west wall is a pass-through door to Addition H, milk room. Otherwise
the west wall has a series of windows with another pass-through door near the south corner, as noted in the exterior
description. The south gable-end of Addition G, cattle barn, has an overhead garage door flanked by two vinyl oneover-one windows on the east side and one vinyl one-over-one windows and a pass-through door on the west side.
The east wall of Addition G, cattle barn, has a series of windows and pass-through doors leading to the exterior. The
addition has two rows of lally columns with beams running the length of the addition. The columns divide the room
into three long bays. The west bay is raised 10” and has two ramps that lead from the main bay to the west bay at
about the halfway point opposite of the entry to Addition H, milk room and opposite the pass-through door to the
exterior.
Addition H, milk room, has been converted into a private apartment and was not accessible. According to the
building plan, the first level has four rooms, including the original milk room. The second level is an apartment.
At the northeast corner of Addition G, cattle barn, where the main block and addition intersect, are two additions;
Addition F, silo room and Addition E, cattle birthing room. The east wall of Addition G, cattle barn bumps out as it
intersects with Barn I. In that bump out, which measures about 15’ deep, is a door on the south wall and an opening
on the west wall (that of the main block of Barn I). A pass-through door accesses Addition F, silo room while and
open doorway leads to Addition E, cattle birthing room.
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Addition E, cattle birthing room, has two rows of stalls, three on the north wall and three on the south wall. Each
stall is enclosed with metal fencing and raised on a concrete base. A pass-through door is found at the northwest
corner of the room, accessing the exterior. Opposite that door is a pass-through door that leads to a small closet
space.
Addition F, silo room, is divided into a room that currently holds the oil tank, centered in the south wall. A pair of
sliding doors lead to a small alcove which connects the two poured concrete silos, which measures approximately 40’
x 16’.
Shed III:
A small shed-roof structure covers an underground well. The shed is to the east of the barn and sits alone in a field.
Exterior:
The shed is a single pitch roof with a sharp angle that runs from grade to the peak. It is open to the south, with side
walls covered with vinyl siding and insulation.
Gable-roof building IV:
The 1 ½-sotry gable entry gable-roof structure has its ridgeline parallel to the ridgeline of the main barn. The main
gable-end façade faces northeast.
Exterior:
The main northeast gable-end facade has a centered overhead modern garage door with five rows of panels, six
panels wide. The middle row of panels has glass panes. To the east of the entry is a six-pane window with trim. To
the north of the entry is a pass-through door, accessed by a large stone step. The grade declines from north to south,
resulting in the entire northwest wall of the barn to be subterranean. The northwest wall and the foundation of the
structure is mortared fieldstone. The southwest gable-end of the structure has a mortared fieldstone foundation and
clapboards. Centered in the gable-end is a pair of twelve-pane windows. The southeast eave-side of the structure has
clapboards and exposed mortared fieldstone.
Silos:
These are a pair of matching circular precast concrete silos with poured concrete caps. Each are approximately 40’ x
16.’
Stone walls:
The site is demarcated with impressive stone walls, most notably the wide walls that border the southeast, along
Route 63.

• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criterion:
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
Historical background:
The site is in a part of an area settled in 1719 in a town originally called South Farms, now Morris. The site appears
to originally have been owed by Thomas Harrison, who left it to his son Gideon Harrison in 1748. Gideon married
Sarah Woodruff in 1746. George C. Woodruff, United State Congressman (1861-1863) , an author and possible
relative of Sarah, wrote a number of manuscripts on the history of South Farms and Morris, including source
material for this background. The site changed hands a number of times, including ownership by Anne Nettleton to
at least 1820, Timothy J. Skilton in 1850s, and L. Page, according to a 1874 map. One of the most interesting
families who owned the site were the Turkingtons, who owned it from 1900 through the 1930s. One Frank
Turkington was a local sheriff who is said to have had his prisoners build the very wide stone walls that demarcate
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the site. Today’s Route 63 was a turnpike with a toll booth located at the corner of Higbie Road, across the street
from the farm.
The original barns (I & II) appear to have built in the late 19th century, as evidenced by the square rule construction
technique and size and condition of the timbers. The current complex, with all of the additions save addition B (the
horse barn), was built between 1934 and 1947.
In 1951, the site was purchased by Samuel Paletsky, grandfather of current owner, Benjamin Paletsky. When
purchased, the site was called the Am/Can Farm (which apparently stands for America/Canada) and was at its most
productive at that time, with around 150 head of cattle over 130 acres. In the 1970s, addition B (the horse barn) was
added and was used for family equines through the 1990s. Addition B was then rented for boarding horses until the
end of 2009 and has been empty since.
The site has been sub-divided at least twice, and now is 92 acres. A small section was carved out and sold off in 1991
with a house built in 1914 on the northeast corner of the lot, towards the intersection of Higbie Road on Route 63.
The original farmhouse is located on a lot sub-divided in 1951 and located at 33 Higbie Road. The farmhouse
appears to have been built in the 18th century.
Today the farm is a CSA, Community Supported Agriculture, and has grass-fed beef, 40-70 head of cattle. The
future of the site is to be in agri-tourism. The farm has been named South Farms in reference to its history and is
owned and operated by the Paletsky and Dorsett families, both longtime residents of Morris.
Architectural significance:
The barn is significant as an example of an original 19th century hay barn added to and enlarged to support the
growing needs of the farmer. While the original barns, Barn I & II, are significant as an example of square-rule,
mortise and tenon timber frame construction, the smooth integration of additions for the needs of the farmer and
transition of use of the space as a dairy barn is equally or more significant as an example of adaptive re-use. The
setting is significant as a site where the original toll booth was at the intersection of Higbie Road and Route 63 to the
north of the site. The site and the agricultural use of the immediate area surrounding the site date back to the 18th
and 19th century and the birth of the town. The site has great integrity as open land, as it has been farmed for
centuries and continues to be farmed. The stone walls are rare; few if any field stone walls still exist in the state that
are built as wide as these. Lastly, the planned future of the site as an agri tourism location embodies what adaptive
re-use can be for historic barns in Connecticut.

• Sources (continuation):
Field notes and photographs by Todd Levine 12/20/2011.
Interview with Benjamin Paletsky, owner, 12/20/2011.
Town of Morris Assessor's Record http://data.visionappraisal.com/MorrisCT .
MBLU : 17/ 460/ 21/ /
Aerial Mapping from: http://www.bing.com/maps accessed 12/20/2011.
Longitude/Latitude coordinates: http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html.
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 41507, 2011.
Sexton, James, PhD, Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings, University Press of New England,
1997.
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1. Location map of 21 Higbie Road, Morris, CT from Bing Maps http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed
December 2011.

2. South view – aerial “bird’s-eye” map of 21 Higbie Road, Morris, CT from Bing Maps
http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed December 2011.
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3. Overhead view of 21 Higbie Road, Morris, CT from Bing Maps http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed
December 2011, notes.

4. East view of barn complex, camera facing west, Barn II at left extending southwest and Addition B extending
northeast. Note gable-roof building IV on the left.
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5. Floor plan of the main first level of complex, courtesy of Roy Gilley Design Associates Architects, 2011.
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6. Northeast gable-end of Addition B, horse barn, camera facing southwest.

7. North view of barn, camera facing south.
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8. East view of Barn I, Barn II and Additions D and E, camera facing west.

9. Southwest view of Barn II and additions C and D, camera facing north.
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10. Southeast view of additions D, C, and E and courtyard, camera facing northwest.

11. East view of additions E and C, camera facing west.
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12. Southwest view of additions E, F and G, including silos, camera facing northeast.

13. North view of Additions G and H (milk room), camera facing south.
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14. Addition B (horse barn) interior view of doors, camera facing northeast.

15. Addition B (horse barn), view of the horse stalls, camera facing northwest.
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16. Interior of shed-roofed connection between Barn I and Barn II, camera facing east.

17. Interior of Barn II, camera facing east.
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18. Interior of Addition E, camera facing south.

19. Interior of Addition F beside silo, camera facing southeast.
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20. Interior of Addition G, camera facing southwest.

21. Interior of Barn I, showing original vertical board siding second level, camera facing northeast.
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22. Interior of Addition G second level, camera facing southwest.

