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GENERAL INFORMATION
Burdick Orchard
Record No. 31815
Building Name (Common) ______________________________________________________________________
Burdick Farmstead and Orchard
Building Name (Historic) _______________________________________________________________________
250 Town Hill Road
Street Address or Location ______________________________________________________________________
Hartford
New Hartford
Town/City __________________________
Village ________________________ County ___________________
Donna Howard & Martin Post, 250 Town Hill Road, New Hartford CT 06057
Owner(s) _______________________________________________________________

Public

Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural outbuilding; Domestic: single dwelling
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural outbuilding; Domestic: single dwelling
Historic Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?
Interior accessible?

Yes

Yes

No

No If yes, explain __________________________________________________

19th c.
Extended English bank barn, Vernacular style
Style of building _______________________________________________
Date of Construction ____________

Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):
Clapboard

Asbestos Siding

Brick

Wood Shingle

Asphalt Siding

✔ Fieldstone

Board & Batten

Stucco

Cobblestone

Aluminum Siding

✔ Concrete (Type ______________)

Vertical wood
Cut Stone ( Type ______________) ✔ Other ______________
siding

Structural System
✔ Wood Frame

✔ Post & Beam

✔ Balloon

✔ Load bearing masonry

Structural iron or steel

✔ Other _______________________
Square rule framing, structural clay tile

Roof (Type)
✔ Gable

Flat

Mansard

Gambrel
✔ Shed
(Material)
Wood Shingle

Monitor

Sawtooth

Round

Other ___________________________

Roll Asphalt

Tin

Slate

Tile

Other ____________________

✔ Hip

Built up

✔ Asphalt Shingle

1 1/2, B
34' x 66'
Number of Stories: __________
Approximate Dimensions __________________________________________

Structural Condition:
Exterior Condition:

Excellent ✔ Good
Excellent ✔ Good

Location Integrity:

On original site

Alterations?

No

Yes

Fair

Deteriorated

Fair
Moved

Deteriorated
When? _____________

If yes, explain: _______________________________________________________

FOR OFFICE USE: Town #_______

District:

S

Site # _______
NR

UTM ______________________________________

If NR, Specify:

-1-

Actual

Potential

250 Town Hill Road, New Hartford CT

Historic Resources Inventory

Record No. 5116

PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:
Garage
Carriage House
Shop
✔ Barn
✔ Shed
✔ Garden
Stone walls, two silos, orchard, milk house, springhouse
✔ Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________
Surrounding Environment:
✔ Open land ✔ Woodland
High building density

✔ Residential
Commercial
Industrial
✔ Scattered buildings visible from site

✔ Rural

• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
See continuation sheet.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)
See continuation sheet.

Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________
• Historical or Architectural importance:
See continuation sheet.

• Sources:
Cunningham, Jan, Connecticut's Agricultural Heritage: an Architectural and Historical Overview, Connecticut Trust
for Historic Preservation & State Historic Preservation Office, 2012.
See continuation sheet.

7/11/2012
Charlotte Hitchcock
Photographer __________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Multiple Views
CTHP
View __________________________________________________________
Negative on File _______________
Charlotte Hitchcock
7/27/2012
Name ________________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation
Organization ________________________________________________________________________________
940 Whitney Avenue, Hamden CT 06517
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

• Subsequent field evaluations:
Latitude, Longitude:
41.872605, -72.99575

Threats to the building or site:
None known

✔ Deterioration

Highways

Vandalism

Zoning

Other ________________

-2-

Developers

Renewal

Private

Explanation ________________
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• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
This site consists of two parcels, 3.4 and 3.6 acres, located on the east side of Town Hill Road north and south of its
intersection with Burdick Road in New Hartford. To the north Town Hill Road curves toward the east and runs
downhill to intersect US Route 44 at the center of New Hartford on the west bank of the Farmington River. The
Pine Meadow Historic District is located there along Main Street and is a National Register and Local district. To the
south Town Hill Road (Route 219) rises to the crest of the hill and continues southward to Litchfield Turnpike (US
Route 202). Another National Register-listed historic resource nearby is Gillette’s Grist Mill on Maple Hollow Road
in the village of Bakersville three miles to the south. Additional sites in New Hartford that are included in this
thematic nomination are: the Cowles-Smith Farmstead (Millstream Farm) at 741 Steele Road, the Marsh-Tuttle
Farmstead at 851 West Hill Road, and the Marsh West Barn at 661 Niles Road.
The Town Hill Road site slopes down toward the north and east, with a stream running along the eastern border.
The Farmhouse is located on the northern parcel, at the northeast corner of Town Hill and Burdick Roads. An
unpaved driveway curves around the north and east sides of the house, with the main access from Burdick Road.
The 1895 house is a vernacular 2 ½-story Queen Anne-style dwelling. It has a cross-gable form with attic gables
facing in each direction. The south façade has its gable off-center toward the left (west) and a partially hip-roofed
form to the right which terminates in a flat-roofed central section. A wrap-around 1-story porch with classical
columns surrounds the south and east sides, with the main entrance found under the porch at the southeast corner.
A 1-story addition on the north side contains the kitchen. The interior retains Victorian-era details including the
entry hall and stair. Windows are two-over-two double-hung with a few more ornamental touches such as a
diamond-paned sash along the stair, small colored glass panes in the entry door, and a round window in the south
attic gable. Siding is horizontal clapboards, with some shingle work in the attic gables. The roof has deep overhands
on all sides and full cornice returns at the attic gables. Roofing is asphalt shingles.
East of the house on the north side of Burdick Road there is a 1-story gable-roofed garage with its ridge-line
oriented north-south and an attached workshop building extending eastward and stepping downslope, of wood
construction with asphalt shingle roofing.
Further east is a c. 1940 1-story hip-roofed milk room. This is constructed with a concrete and cobblestone
foundation and upper walls of glazed Unadilla structural clay tile. The north side has a projecting hip-roofed bay
with brick walls. An attached one-bay garage is located on the east side, stepped downslope, and has a loading
platform for milk cans. The building has an entry door in the center of the south side and one or two six-pane
windows in each side. The roof is asphalt shingles and there is a metal ventilator at the peak.
East of the milk room structure is an open field, in the center of which there is a hip-roofed springhouse.
On the south side of Burdick Road, the western part of the site near Town Hill Road is a working orchard with a
small farmstand shed near Burdick Road. The Barn is located east of the orchard, banked into the hill which slopes
down toward the east. A fieldstone retaining wall aligned with the north wall of the barn separates the high grade
along the west side of the barn from the exposed basement level of the north gable-end. An iron gate is located
adjacent to the northeast corner of the barn, leading into an open grass area with a manure pit. Woodland is located
to the southeast, with remains of old stone walls and the foundations of a former chicken coop south of the barn. In
the woods there are thought to be the remains of an old stone quarry which was the source of stone facings for
several local fireplace surrounds.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
Farmhouse
1895
C
Garage
Barn
1895
C
Farmstand
Milk room
c. 1940
C
Silos (two)

20th c.
20th c.
20th c.

C
C
C
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Barn:
This is a 1 ½-story eave-entry extended English bank barn, approximately 34’ x 66’, its ridge-line oriented northsouth, with the traditional three-bay form extended by an added bay at each end. The south bay has a hip roof with a
gable-on-hip effect where the main block abuts the added section. Grade slopes down toward the east, fully
exposing the basement level on the east and north sides and partially on the south. The barn has two projecting
gable-roofed additions attached to the outer bays on the east side, forming a shallow U-shaped barnyard. A shedroofed extension between the projecting wings at the basement level expands the floor area of the basement to
accommodate the needs of a ground level stable for dairy cows.
Two silos located at the southwest corner of the barn have full cellars, which bring their floor levels down to the
basement stable elevation.
Exterior:
The primary entry façade of this barn is the west eave-side. The grade has been leveled along this side for access to
the main level at grade, retained at the northwest corner by a stone wall and embankment. The primary entry in the
west side is a full-height exterior wood sliding door mounted on an overhead track. This is located in the center bay
of the barn. A rectangular three-pane window is located in the bay to the immediate left (north) of this door at floor
level, giving clerestory light to the basement level.
The leftmost (north) bay is encompassed by a 1-story gable-roofed addition which projects 12’ west of the eave-side
wall. This addition has a pair of sliding doors in its west gable-end, accessing the interior of a workshop space. The
south eave-side of the addition has a pair of six-pane stable windows.
The bay of the west eave-side to the right (south) of the doorway has another low window lighting the basement,
while the rightmost bay has a silo of glazed structural clay tile attached by a narrow shed incorporating a tall wooden
enclosure for the access ladder that rises the full height of the silo. The silo has a segmented conical roof of pressed
metal shingles and on the west side opposite the ladder enclosure, a gable dormer with a two-over-two double-hung
window, roofed and sided in metal shingles. At the south corner of the barn a pass-through door leads into the main
barn level.
The south side is also an eave-side, with a hip roof. At the left (west) corner, a concrete stave silo with metal hoops
is attached by a narrow shed connector with a gable roof. A pass-through door gives access into the shed and the
access ladder for the silo is enclosed in a concrete half-round enclosure. The silo roof is missing. The remainder of
the south wall has no openings at the main level. The gable-on-hip effect, which is the gable end of the next bay to
the north, exposed above the hip roof, has a three-pane attic window. Grade slopes down along the south side, and
five basement windows are exposed at grade. The right (east) portion of the south side has horizontal wood lap
siding and a three-pane window.
The east eave-side wall of the barn has the basement fully exposed. The left (south) and right (north) bays are
encompassed by projecting gable-roofed additions of 1 story plus basement. The southern addition is wider than the
south bay of the main barn and projects about 15’. The south side wall, flush with the south side of the main barn,
has the same lap siding, a second three-pane window, mortared fieldstone foundation exposed below the window sill
level, and a pass-through door which was used by the bull which had its stall in the basement of the addition. The
east gable-end of this addition has an attic window, a hay door at the main level, and a brick foundation below a
wood lap sided upper wall with a three-pane window. At the right corner of the east gable-end a pair of hinged
doors provide access for a track-mounted manure carrying system that brought a manure trolley out from the
interior to a manure pit located to the east in the open barnyard area.
At the north bay of the east façade a similar gable-roofed addition 16’ wide projects about 10’ beyond the main wall.
This is also sided with horizontal lap siding at the lower level and has a single six-pane window in the east gable-end
at the basement level, a hay door above, and an attic window.
Between the two additions, encompassing the center three bays of the main barn, a four-foot deep shed-roofed
addition at the basement level has a sliding barn door in its right (north) section and a row of four six-pane stable
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windows in the remainder. An iron stock tank sits in the barnyard formed by the projecting additions. The main
level above has a single three-pane window in the center bay.
The north gable-end of the main barn has a fully-exposed basement level facing Burdick Road. It forms a
symmetrical secondary façade with the eave-sides of the east and west additions framing the main gable-end. There
is a three-pane window in the attic of the gable-end, and two six-pane windows in the main level, spaced close to the
corners. The dropped girt line siding divide is visible below the eave level on this end. At the basement level, part of
the wall is concrete block masonry with the remainder being wood-framed with horizontal lap siding. A series of sixpane stable windows includes two pairs in the concrete masonry toward the left (east) and a single sash toward the
right, followed by a window and pass-through door below the northwest addition. To the right of this wall the grade
slopes up steeply, held by a retaining wall and bank, to meet the northwest corner of the barn.
The exterior walls around the first story and within the gables of this barn are faced in narrow vertical wood siding.
The basement level on all exposed sides is faced in wide-width horizontal wooden lap siding. Two small cupolas are
spaced along the roof ridgeline of the main barn. Each contains a square louvered vent on each side and is topped
by a gable roof aligned parallel to the main roof. The main barn roof is asphalt shingles.
Interior:
The barn interior appears to have been assembled from a collection of disparate structures to create a remarkably
coherent whole. The central three bays of the main level are a square rule post and beam frame of hand-hewn
timbers, appearing to be of early- to mid-19th-century origin. As the barn is known to have been constructed in 1895,
this must have been an older structural frame reused. One of the posts has the name “P Hyde” carved in elegant
serif lettering. This frame has four bents each with two interior posts and queen posts above, slightly offset toward
the center, supporting purlin plates at the mid-span of the common rafters. The rafters are also hand hewn and meet
in a ridge pole at the peak. A hay track is suspended below the ridge pole. Diagonal cables have been installed to
brace the queen posts to the dropped tie girts.
The north bay framing is not easily seen, due to a partition enclosing the ground level workshop. The south bay,
below the hip roof, is of sawn timbers and dimension lumber, suggesting new materials at the time of erection in the
late 19th century.
The basement level has exterior stone retaining walls on two sides, some portions likely re-used from a previous
barn which had burned. The interior is framed with a mixture of steel columns and wood timber posts. These
support lateral girders in the plane of the main bents at the upper level. Floor joists are of sawn dimension lumber
and are oriented laterally (east-west) in the center or “threshing” bay (supported by intermediate girders running
north-south) and longitudinally in the side bays. The south and west walls are of fieldstone masonry and the floor is
concrete, with the cow stanchions removed but the manure and manger gutters indicating the layout of the stable
area. The four-foot extension to the east allows enough width for two rows of cows facing outward. The manure
track is still in place suspended from the ceiling, extending north-south between the stall areas and turning to run
east outside next to the bull stall area in the southeast corner.
In the southwest corner, doors in the foundation lead to the bases of the two silos, both extending below grade to
the elevation of the basement floor. A stair in this area leads up to the main level. The north bay is partially
partitioned from the main space and is accessed by the pass-through door in the north wall. This was the milk room
until the construction of the free-standing tile structure across the road c. 1940.
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• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criteria:
1. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past (history of immigrant framers)
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
The barn and farmstead are significant as agricultural sites in active orchard use after over 100 years. The barn is an
intact example of an extended English bank barn with nearly all its original material extant. It illustrates the use of
re-cycled barn framing to create a bank barn with ground level stable. The clay tile silo is unusual and a fine example
of its type. The farm derives historical significance from its connection to the history of European immigration in
the late 19th and early 20th century period, with the Csverdek and Burdick families acquiring farmland and prospering
as dairy and apple farmers. The farmstead preserves the agricultural landscape.
Historical background:
Town Hill Road was the earliest north-south route laid out in New Hartford, with the Congregational Church at the
top of the hill to the south; the founding families had moved out from Hartford. Long lots were laid out east and
west of Town Hill Road. Steele Road, parallel to the east, was the second road laid out, and formed the eastern
boundary of the long lots. The two roads were connected by today’s Burdick Road, possibly laid out as a shortcut to
the far ends of the field lots. The farm site was first owned by Jonathan Marsh (see also State Register nomination
for 661 Niles Road, New Hartford), one of the original proprietors, and an earlier house existed on the site. Hiram
Harris had a house at the corner where 250 Town Hill’s farmhouse is now. Both Marsh and Harris appear on the
1859 Hopkins and 1879 Beers maps of New Hartford.
The farmstead of today was part of a larger Burdick Orchards including more than 80 acres of land. The Burdick
and Csverdek families were European immigrants in the late 1800s. William B. and Katherine Burdick appeared in
the1900 census with four children, and Katherine identified as Austrian by birth (subsequent census lists differ in the
national identity including Hungarian and Czech). In 1910 their oldest, George, was no longer living with the parents
but another child had joined the family; Irving, age 14, and Asa, age 12, were the middle children. The parents were
employed in a brush shop at that time.
In the 1920 census, Irving and Asa were boarding with and working as farm hands for Andrew and Susanna
Csverdek (or Csvertek per the Census), a couple in their 50s. They were aunt and uncle to Asa and Irving Burdick.
The Csverdeks had purchased the property in about 1890, and had built the present farmhouse and barn in 1890
using insurance money from a fire that had destroyed the previous barn. In 1922, Irving Burdick (1896-1964)
purchased the farm from his aunt Susanna. In the 1930 census both Asa and Irving are shown as married. Irving
married Mary Kondrat (b. 1907) and their son Irving J. Burdick Jr. and his wife Donna were the parents of John
Burdick who operated the Burdick Orchards until selling the property in 2001. Donna Howard and Martin Post
acquired a portion of the property with the house, barn, and orchards.
Burdick Orchards was part of a large dairy operation run by Irving Burdick, Sr. and his brother Asa. Irving Burdick,
Sr. was a representative for Eastern States Farm Exchange and served on the New Hartford Board of Finance. As a
well-connected figure, he was apparently able to acquire excess material from the construction of the Barkhamsted
Reservoir and pipeline system for Hartford’s water supply. The clay tiles of the milk house and tile silo are said to
have come from the water supply project. The milk house tile is flat while the silo tile is curved, making it credible
that it would have been made for lining water supply piping. Similarly-constructed silos are also found at Intervale, a
local farm on Old Bruning Road.
The current owners continue to grow apples, sell at a farmstand, and use space in the milk house for a home office.
A bakery established in 2013 operates in the milk house as well.
Architectural significance:
The barn and farmstead are significant as agricultural sites still in active orchard use after over 100 years. The barn is
an intact example of an extended English bank barn with nearly all its original material extant. It illustrates the use of
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re-cycled barn framing to create a bank barn with ground level stable that was state-of-the-art at the time of its
construction. It also had a degree of elegance in its eastern projecting wings, its northern symmetrical façade, its
gable-on-hip south end, and its pair of silos. The house also, though vernacular in design, incorporates some stylish
asymmetrical massing and Queen Anne detailing. Some expressions of the owners’ personalities or economic stature
seem to have been on display.
The silos are unusual for their deep foundations with subterranean levels at the elevation of the basement stable
barn and doors connecting directly into the stable area. The extant hardware for hay management in the upper barn
and manure transport in the basement, are evidence of the layout and functions of the early 20th-century farm.
The farm derives historical significance from its connection to the history of European immigration in the late 19th
and early 20th century period, with the Csverdek and Burdick families acquiring farmland and prospering as dairy and
apple farmers. The house and barn express the success of these families as they prospered in rural Connecticut.

• Sources (continuation):
Photographs and field notes by Anne C. Hall 9/28/2010, Charlotte Hitchcock 7/11/2012.
Interview with Donna Howard, 7/11/2012, at the site; title search by Martin Post;
oral history relayed from previous owner John Burdick.
Map resources:
Town of New Hartford GIS Viewer: http://www.newhartfordgis.com/ags_map/default.htm?MBL=031-031-10-2
Parcel ID: 031-031-10-2
Aerial views from:

http://maps.google.com/ and http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed 7/25/2012.

Hopkins, G.M., Jr., Clark’s Map of Litchfield County Connecticut, Clark, Richard, Philadelphia, 1859.
Beers, F.W., Atlas of Litchfield County, 1874.
Historical aerial photography accessed 7/25/2012 at http://www.historicaerials.com/ .
USGS Historical Maps accessed 7/22/2012 at http://historical.mytopo.com/ .
UTM coordinates: http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html .
Print and internet resources:
Cunningham, Janice, Esperanza National Register Nomination No. 02000334, National Park Service, 2002.
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 2010,
http://www.connecticutbarns.org/31815 .
Jones, Sarah Lucia, Sketches of the People and Places of New Hartford, 1883, Facsimile edition published by the
New Hartford Histoical Society, 1993.
New Hartford Historical Society Archives, obituaries for Irving J. Burdick Sr., Asa Burdick, and Mary Burdick.
Sexton, James, PhD; Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
U.S. Federal Census, accessed at http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/search/basic
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns & Farm Buildings, University Press of New England, 1997.
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1. Location map of 250 Town Hill Road, New Hartford CT – from http://maps.google.com/ accessed
7/31/2012.

2. South view – aerial “bird’s-eye” map of 250 Town Hill Road, New Hartford CT – http://www.bing.com/maps
accessed 7/31/2012.
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3. Parcel map of 250 Town Hill Road, New Hartford CT – from GIS Viewer http://www.newhartfordgis.com/
accessed 7/29/2012.

4. Southeast view of Farmhouse, camera facing northwest.
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5. Detail Site Plan Sketch showing contributing resources.

6. Southwest view of Farmhouse, camera facing northeast.
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7. South view of Garage/workshop, camera facing north.

8. South view of Springhouse, camera facing north.
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9. Southeast view of Milk room, camera facing northwest. Springhouse is at right rear.

10. West view of Farmstand, Barn and silo at rear, camera facing east.
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11. West view of Barn with tile silo at right, camera facing east.

12. South view of silos, camera facing north.
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13. Southeast view of Barn with concrete silo at left, camera facing northwest. Note gable-on-hip roof at south bay,
attached access tower on the tile silo at rear, and the addition with bull pen at the lower level, right front.

14. East view of Barn, camera facing west. The projecting wing at left housed the bull pen. The double doors
allowed the manure trolley on its overhead track to exit the barn and deliver materials to the manure pile. The
sliding door at the right of the center section was the entrance to the cow stable area.
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15. North view of Barn, camera facing south. This elevation faces toward Burdick Road and, like the east side, has
a symmetrical appearance.

16. Interior view of Barn main level, camera facing north. This shows the central three-bay English barn frame
with hewn timbers. Note how the upper ties near the purlin plate have been removed and bracing provided by a
metal rod threaded through a plate which is visible at the interior side of the queen post. The hay track is below
the ridge pole.
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17. Interior view of Barn main level, camera facing southeast. The southern of the three interior bays is at center
and to the right is the added bay with hip roof framing and the gable-on-hip with its attic window. A joint in the
plate can be seen above the dropped girt connection along the rear wall.

18. Interior view of Barn main level, looking east into the southeast addition. Note changes in framing members to
sawn material, continuous plate across the south wall at right for hip roof framing. This contrasts with the
dropped tie-girt of the older bent at left.
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19. Interior view of Barn main level, showing inscription on the interior post south of the threshing bay, camera
facing northwest.

20. Interior view of basement level, southwest corner, camera facing southwest. Note stair to main level above and
doors in corner leading to the basement level of the two silos. The manure trolley track is hung from the joists
at upper right, making a turn to exit the east doors.
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21. Interior view of basement level, camera facing north. Note how framing of the center or threshing bay floor
runs laterally while side bays are framed longitudinally. Manure trolley track is suspended from framing.

22. Interior view of basement level – framing detail. Note the metal hanger allowing girder to be framed without
mortise and tenon joinery, and the wood block “capital” concentrating the load onto the steel column. Circular
saw kerfs can be seen. Whitewash is a typical indication of dairy stable use.
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23. Interior view of clay tile silo at the slot opening that runs vertically up the silo. Wooden doors are stacked in the
opening as silage is loaded. Camera facing west.

24. John Burdick picking apples in 1993, courtesy of New Hartford Historical Society archives.

