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Farmstead
Record
31730
Building Name (Common) ______________________________________________________________________
Marsh
Marsh // Tuttle
Tuttle Farmstead
Farmstead
Building Name (Historic) _______________________________________________________________________
851
851 West
West Hill
Hill Road
Road
Street Address or Location ______________________________________________________________________
Litchfield
Litchfield
New Hartford
Hartford
New
Town/City __________________________
Village ________________________ County ___________________
Richard
Richard R.
R. &
& Sharon
Sharon L.
L. Poirier,
Poirier, 851
851 West
West Hill
Hill Road,
Road, New
New Hartford
Hartford CT
CT 06057
06057
Owner(s) _______________________________________________________________

Public

Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Domestic:
Domestic: secondary
secondary structure;
structure; Domestic:
Domestic: single
single dwelling
dwelling
Present Use: _________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural
agricultural outbuilding;
outbuilding; Domestic:
single dwelling
dwelling
Agriculture/Subsistence:
Domestic: single
Historic Use: _________________________________________________________________________________

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road?
Interior accessible?

Yes

Yes

No

No If yes, explain __________________________________________________

c. 1820
c.
1820
English bank
English
bank barn,
barn, Exterior
Exterior vernacular
vernacular Italianate
Italianate style
style
Style of building _______________________________________________
Date of Construction ____________

Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):
Clapboard

Asbestos Siding

Brick

Wood Shingle

Asphalt Siding

✔ Fieldstone

Board & Batten

Stucco

Cobblestone

Aluminum Siding

Concrete (Type ______________)

Random
Vertical wood
Vertical
wood
Random ashlar
ashlar
✔ Other ______________
✔ Cut Stone ( Type ______________)
siding
siding

Structural System
✔ Wood Frame

✔ Post & Beam

Balloon

✔ Load bearing masonry

Structural iron or steel

Other _______________________
Square rule
Square
rule framing
framing
Roof (Type)
✔ Gable

Flat

Gambrel
✔ Shed
(Material)
Wood Shingle
Built up

Mansard

Monitor

Sawtooth

Hip

Round

Other ___________________________

Roll Asphalt

Tin

Slate

Tile

Other ____________________

✔ Asphalt Shingle

28' xx 36'
28'
36'
1
1 1/2,
1/2, B
B
Number of Stories: __________
Approximate Dimensions __________________________________________

Structural Condition:
Exterior Condition:

Excellent
Excellent

Good ✔ Fair
Good ✔ Fair

Location Integrity:

On original site

Alterations?

No

Yes

Deteriorated

Moved

Deteriorated
When? _____________

Siding
c., basement
basement conversion
conversion to
to dairy
dairy 20th
20th c.
c.
Siding &
& cupola,
cupola, late
late 19th
19th c.,
If yes, explain: _______________________________________________________
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Related outbuildings or landscape features:
Barn
Garage
Carriage House
Shop
✔ Shed
✔ Garden
Formerly
Formerly associated
associated with
with house
house at
at 820
820 West
West Hill
Hill Road
Road
✔ Other landscape features or buildings: _______________________________________________________
Surrounding Environment:
Open land ✔ Woodland
High building density

✔ Residential
Commercial
Industrial
✔ Scattered buildings visible from site

✔ Rural

• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
See
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior)
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

Architect ______________________________________ Builder _______________________________________
• Historical or Architectural importance:
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

• Sources:
Cunningham, Jan,
Jan, Connecticut's
Connecticut's Agricultural
Agricultural Heritage:
Heritage: an
an Architectural
Architectural and
and Historical
Historical Overview,
Overview, Connecticut
Connecticut Trust
Trust for
for Historic
Historic
Cunningham,
Preservation &
& State
State Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation Office,
Office, 2012
2012
Preservation
See continuation
continuation sheet.
sheet.
See

10/11/2012
10/11/2012
Charlotte Hitchcock
Charlotte
Hitchcock
Photographer __________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Multiple
Multiple Views
Views
CTHP
CTHP
View __________________________________________________________
Negative on File _______________
Charlotte
Charlotte Hitchcock
Hitchcock
11/08/2012
11/08/2012
Name ________________________________________________________________
Date _________________
Connecticut Trust
Connecticut
Trust for
for Historic
Historic Preservation
Preservation
Organization ________________________________________________________________________________
940
940 Whitney
Whitney Avenue,
Avenue, Hamden
Hamden CT
CT 06517
06517
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

• Subsequent field evaluations:
Latitude,
Latitude, Longitude:
Longitude:
41.878972,
41.878972, -73.054356
-73.054356

Threats to the building or site:

✔ None known
Deterioration

Highways

Vandalism

Zoning

Other ________________
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Developers

Renewal

Private

Explanation ________________
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• Interrelationship of building and surroundings:
This site is located on the south side of West Hill Road at the western border of New Hartford, adjacent to the
Torrington town line, and near the northern border with Barkhamsted and Winchester. West Hill Road extends
from the Torringford section of Torrington eastward into New Hartford. The property consists of 5.3 acres of land
sloping down southward from the road. To the north across the road is a brick Federal-Greek Revival-style house, c.
1830. The owner and builder of this home at one time owned the property on the south side of the road as well.
The main barn is an English bank barn with a tack room addition attached to the east gable-end and an attached
house located further to the east. A former 1-story shed connected the tack room and house, but has been expanded
into a 2-story addition to the house.
The house is a c. 1815 2 ½-story gable-roofed post and beam structure, 24’ x 32’, with its ridge-line oriented eastwest parallel to the road. The four-bay north eave-side faces the road across a narrow front yard. The right (west)
bay on the ground floor contains an entry door, while the remaining bays on both floors have modern replacement
double-hung windows. The remodeled wing to the right (west), 20’ x 26’, has an entry door in the center of the
ground floor, flanked by modern double-hung windows. At the upper floor level there are two awning windows.
The mortared fieldstone foundation is visible along the sloping grade of the east gable-end. At the south eave-side
the fieldstone basement is fully exposed. An addition at the main floor level extends out above the grade level.
The 1 ½-story tackroom shed addition, 16’ x 26’, connects the main barn and the house. It has a concrete retaining
wall foundation along its northern side. The basement level is open to the lower south grade. The wood-framed
main level has in its north eave-side a pass-through door to the left and two stable windows to the right. The south
eave-side has three six-pane stable windows in the main level. The structure projects south further than the adjacent
part of the house to the east, and the projecting corner of the tack room has in its east side a hay door with two xbraced hinged doors with a projecting hoist beam above. The shed roof slopes down from north to south.
The house and tack room are sided with horizontal clapboard siding with corner board trim, mostly replacement
material, painted gray with white trim. Roofing is asphalt shingles. The main block of the house has a photo-voltaic
array mounted on its south-facing rear roof slope.
To the south of the house is a small 8’ x 20’ turkey coop structure with a gable roof, balloon framing, and concrete
floor. This has horizontal lap siding and asphalt roofing and is now used as a tool and potting shed.
Southwest of the barn is a concrete slab remaining from an old structure; a future horse barn is planned for this
location. An open pasture extends south of the buildings to the edge of woodlands. Much of the surrounding land
to the southeast and northeast was sold in the 1950s to the Boy Scouts of America for a camp.
Other documented historic resources in New Hartford are the Pine Meadow Historic District, a National Register
and Local district which is located 5.5 miles east of this site, in the village center of Pine Meadow, along the
Farmington River, and Gillette’s Grist Mill on Maple Hollow Road in the village of Bakersville, 4.3 miles southeast.
Additional sites in New Hartford that are included in this thematic nomination are: the Burdick Farmstead at 250
Town Hill Road, Cowles-Smith Farmstead at 741 Steele Road, and the Marsh West Barn at 661 Niles Road.

• Other notable features of building or site (Interior and/or Exterior):
Architectural description:
Inventory of structures (C – contributing, NC – non-contributing):
House
c. 1815
C
Barn
c. 1820
C
Tackroom
19th c.
C
C
Shed
20th c.
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Barn:
The main barn is a 1 ½-story three-bay English bank barn located close to the roadway, with its ridge-line oriented
east-west parallel to the road. Grade slopes down toward the south away from the road, providing a lower gradelevel access to the banked basement at the south side. Siding is vertical tongue-and-groove boards and the
foundation is mortared fieldstone. The barn is painted an ochre color, with traces of older red paint visible where
the top layer has worn away.
Exterior:
The main entry is a pair of full-height hinged barn doors in the north eave-side. An asphalt-paved ramp slopes up
slightly to the sill level. The doors are framed as four-panels each with diagonal tongue-and-groove board infill. A
weather door is inserted in the lower left panel of the left (east) leaf. The doors have iron strap hinges. The side bays
are blank on this side.
The west gable-end has no openings at the main level or attic and the tongue-and-groove board siding has no siding
divide. As grade slopes down toward the south, the fieldstone foundation is partially exposed and terminates at the
southwest corner in a roughly-cut stone block pier. A three-pane basement window is set into the foundation near
the center.
The south eave-side has a smaller pair of hinged doors in the center bay; these are x-braced doors with modern
hinges. Above the door opening is a six-pane window. The remainder of the main level has no other openings; the
tongue-and-groove board siding has been patched at the lower section and some boards are missing. The basement
is open at the lower grade level. Stone end walls are exposed at the east and west ends, and have cut granite blocks at
the south corners. The south side of the basement is partially enclosed by an infill wall of posts and vertical wood
siding in the center and right (east) bays. There are several six-pane stable-type hopper windows, now partially
boarded up and obscured by shrubbery. A hinged door that opens inward is located at the right corner.
The east gable-end is partially covered by the attached tackroom addition at the main level. Above the addition’s
roof the gable-end of the barn has vertical tongue-and-groove siding. Below at the basement level the foundation
wall is visible from the basement below the tackroom, and has a single four-pane window inserted in the foundation
masonry wall.
The roof has overhangs at the rakes and eaves, sloping wood soffits with a simple trim board and molding along the
walls where they meet the roof. Roofing is asphalt shingles. A hip-roofed cupola has an overhanging roof with a
boxed soffit and molding along the fascias. Arched openings on all four sides have ornamental scroll-sawn scalloped
louvers, some of which are loose. The cupola is painted white. In general, the exterior siding and trim is of a
vernacular Italianate style often characteristic of carriage barns.
Interior:
The interior of the main level consists of a square rule post and beam frame with pegged mortise and tenon joinery.
The four bents of the frame have hand hewn major timbers and include dropped tie-girts and a single interior post
at the center of each bent. Canted queen posts, with diagonal bracing back to the tie-girt toward the outside, support
longitudinal purlin posts. The rafters are square section common rafters meeting at the ridge in mortised joints into a
ridge pole. The roof deck is random width wide boards. The three bays vary in width. The eastern bay is about 9’-6”
wide, while the center bay is 12’ wide and the western bay is 13’ wide.
In general, the frame of the main level appears to be of an older style of construction than the exterior siding, trim,
and doors, suggesting an early 19th-century structure remodeled in the period c. 1875 or later.
The basement level shows indications of use as a ground level dairy stable in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
There are hand hewn major girders on the lines of the two interior bents above. The center bay is framed with an
east-west cross beam between and flush with the main girders, and joists (some un-hewn poles) running north-south
supporting the planks of the central threshing bay above. The side bays have a series of east-west joists (mostly
sawn) supporting the planks of the side bays above. As a result, as is commonly seen in English barns, the floor
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planks of the center bay are perpendicular to those of the side bays. Several metal columns have replaced or
supplemented the original posts. In the basement, there is a concrete floor slab with remnants of manure gutters and
metal cow stanchions. Whitewashed walls and ceilings are additional indications of the dairy usage.
The barn is in generally intact condition, although the main and basement levels have rotted sills, some joints that
are pulling apart, and there is a need for replacement of the support posts along the south wall of the basement level.

• Historical or Architectural importance:
Applicable Connecticut State Register Criterion:
2. Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
The barn is significant as an intact example of square rule post and beam framing, associated with a Federal-style
farmstead house, the Eaton Farmstead. It gains further significance as an example of the evolution of a barn through
its Victorian remodeling, and its later alteration to 20th-century dairy farming.
Historical background:
Research done for the history of the Eaton House at 820 West Hill Road, provides some historical background for
this site (Krimmel). The town of New Hartford was first laid out in 1834. Prior to that time, around 1816, Chauncey
Eaton began acquiring property in the area. He probably built his brick house c. 1830. By that time he had acquired
land both north and south of the road over West Hill; deed research has found him purchasing 50 acres from
Roswell Marsh in 1816, bounded on the west by a highway marking the town line with Torrington. In 1820 Eaton
acquired 60 acres to the north of his property, and sold 60 acres “with a house and barn” to Isaiah Tuttle (Land
Records, Vol. 12, p. 201). Krimmel infers that this was the south side acreage and that Roswell Marsh had built the
house and barn on the property prior to the transaction of 1820. Chauncey Eaton’s son Levi owned the Eaton
property by the time of the Hopkins Map of 1859 and the Beers Map of 1874. Numerous members of the Eaton,
Marsh, and Tuttle families can be found on the 1874 map at nearby homesteads in the Torringford section of
Torrington and in this area of New Hartford. Chauncey Eaton (spelled Eden) and Roswell Marsh are both shown in
the 1820 census. Levi and Delia Eaton and their children John, Charles, George W., and James appear in the census
records of 1860-1880 (variously in New Hartford or Torrington), and L. Eaton is identified on the Beers Map of
1874 with properties at this site and also in Torringford. In 1860, when Levi was 40, Chauncey and Harriett Eaton,
ages 73 and 34, were also household members.
If the presumed date prior to 1820 is indeed the case, and given the physical evidence of square rule framing, this
would be a very early example of square rule construction. The detail of common rafters joining in a ridge pole, and
the threshing floor framing, may support such an early date.
The exterior siding and trim, of Italianate style, suggest a remodeling in the Victorian period, possibly for use as a
carriage barn where a less drafty building envelope would be desirable. The presence of ground level dairy facilities
indicates that the barn was up-dated and converted to the dairy use that was current in the early 20th century. The
connected house appears to be contemporary with the barn; its post and beam construction is consistent with such
dating; the current owner has also found artifacts of the early 1900s in the cellar stair.
Architectural significance:
The barn is significant because its early-19th century framing is an intact example of square rule post and beam
framing, associated with a Federal-style farmstead house, the Eaton Farmstead. It gains further significance as an
example of the evolution of a barn through its Victorian remodeling, in which the typical loosely-space barnboard
siding was replaced with more weather-tight tongue-and-groove siding, and the elegant cupola added. This may have
been a sign of gentrification and use of the barn as more of a carriage house. Another stage in the barn’s history is
its later alteration to 20th-century dairy farming.
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• Sources (continuation):
Photographs and field notes by Anne C. Hall, 9/24/2010; Richard Poirier 11/25/2011, and Charlotte Hitchcock,
10/11/2012.
Interview with Richard Poirier, 10/11/2012, at the site.
Interview with David Krimmel, New Hartford Municipal Historian, by telephone, 11/09/2012.
Map resources:
Town of New Hartford Assessor's Records and GIS Viewer: http://www.newhartfordgis.com
Parcel ID: 010-037-001A-1; 5.3 acres.
Aerial views from:
http://maps.google.com/ and http://www.bing.com/maps/ accessed 11/04/2012.
Historical aerial photography and maps accessed at UConn MAGIC:
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/1934.html
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/historical_maps_connecticut_towns.html
Hopkins Map of Litchfield County, 1859
Beers Atlas of Litchfield County, 1874, maps of New Hartford and Torrington.
USGS Historical Maps accessed 6/22/2012 at http://historical.mytopo.com/ .
UTM coordinates: http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html .
Print and internet resources:
Connecticut State Library online: iconn.org or http://www.cslib.org/iconnsitemap/staff/SiteIndex.aspx#directories
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Barns of Connecticut Resource Inventory, 2010,
http://www.connecticutbarns.org/31730 .
Sexton, James, PhD; Survey Narrative of the Connecticut Barn, Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
Hamden, CT, 2005, http://www.connecticutbarns.org/history.
U.S. Federal Census, accessed at http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/search/basic
Visser, Thomas D., Field Guide to New England Barns & Farm Buildings, University Press of New England, 1997.

1. Location map of 851 West Hill Road, New Hartford CT – from http://maps.google.com/ accessed
11/08/2012.
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2. North view – aerial “bird’s-eye” map of 851 West Hill Road, New Hartford CT – http://www.bing.com/maps
accessed 11/08/2012.

3. Parcel map of 851 West Hill Road, New Hartford CT – from New Hartford GIS Viewer
http://www.newhartfordgis.com accessed 11/08/2012.
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4. Detail Site Plan Sketch showing contributing resources; base image from http://maps.google.com/.

5. South context view, camera facing north. From left to right: Chauncey Eaton House (820 West Hill Road) on the
north side of the road, Barn, Tackroom, House, Turkey coop.
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6. Southeast view of Eaton House, 820 West Hill Road, camera facing northwest.

7. North view of 851 West Hill Road, camera facing southwest. Left to right: c. 1900 house, modern addition
(remodeled 1-story shed), Tackroom addition, Barn.
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8. Southeast view of Barn and Tackroom addition, camera facing northwest.

9. South view of Barn, Tackroom addition, House; camera facing north. Turkey coop is in foreground.
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10. Northwest view of Turkey coop, camera facing southeast.

11. Northwest view of Barn, camera facing southeast.
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12. Southwest view of Barn, camera facing northeast.

13. North detail view of barn doors, camera facing south.
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14. Detail view of southwest corner showing cut stone and fieldstone masonry, camera facing northwest. Note
deteriorated sill of main level and temporary support posts at basement level.

15. Detail view of southeast corner of Barn and Tackroom addition, camera facing north. Note partial enclosure of
south wall of the barn basement, cut stone at exposed foundation wall.

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor, Hartford CT 06103
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM – BUILDING AND STRUCTURES continuation sheet
851 West Hill Road, New Hartford CT

Record No. 31730

14

_________________________________________________________________________________

16. Interior view of Barn main level framing, camera facing northeast. Note dropped tie-girts, canted queen posts
with diagonal bracing, purlin plates, ridge pole, and square-section rafters. Notches in tie-girt indicate former
loft joist framing.

17. Interior view of Barn basement level at center bay, camera facing north. Note metal stanchion frames and
framing direction at center bay running north-south while east end bay has framing east-west.
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18. Interior view of Barn main level at center bay, showing ridge-pole, rafters, and opening to cupola.

19. Southeast view of Barn cupola, camera facing north. Note scalloped scroll-sawn louvers.

